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CHANGEMAKERS: 
Bay Area Disability Pride 

The Bay Area has always nurtured a diverse and broad 
disability community.

From the growth of the Independent Living Move-
ment to the Section 504 occupation of the Federal 
Building in 1977, local people were Changemakers in 
the work for disability civil rights and access. 

Discover some of those people in this exhibition of 
portraits and find out what newer generations of local 
disability Changemakers are doing now. We invited 
Bay Area people to nominate individuals with disabil-
ities who have made a personal impact. Nearly 100 
submissions nominated over 50 people and this exhi-
bition features all of them! 

Explore their work, their diversity, their creativity and 
their images, and find out how people with disabilities 
are making the world better for all of us.

Each portrait was created by an artist either working 
independently or participating in a program for artists 
with disabilities: Artful Steps, ArtReach, Creativity Ex-
plored, NIAD, and the Pomeroy Center.
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Activism

What makes an activist? What makes the Bay Area a 
hub for disability activism? The Changemakers in this 
theme are all known as activists in the never-end-
ing work of maintaining and furthering disability civil 
rights. 

Some are veteran protesters from the 504 sit-in of 
1977 and some are young dynamos, harnessing so-
cial media to create change. While the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990 created an important legal 
framework, there is still much to do. Many disabled 
people still face barriers to employment and to their 
full participation in society. 

As veteran protester Dennis Billups said: “We would 
like more a piece of the American Pie.” 

Discover how activists are doing the relentless work of 
protecting the rights of disabled people from all com-
munities and pushing hard for further change.  

A
ctivism
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Dennis Billups by Eric Boysaw 
Pencil and watercolor, 16 x 20 inches, 2019



Dennis Billups by Eric Boysaw 
Creativity Explored 
  
Dennis Billups is a blind disability rights and gentrifi-
cation activist. He was Chief Morale Officer in the 504 
disability rights sit-in of 1977.

Dennis on the 504 protest: “It was like an awaken-
ing you know, a group of disabled persons had never 
got together before in that large number to speak, 
to talk, or to even protest anything. We would like 
more a piece of the American Pie.”

Dennis today: “I do believe advocacy for African 
American disabled persons is still the number one 
priority because there is not enough of it right now.”

IMAGE: A confident drawing of the head and shoul-
ders of an African American man wearing dark glass-
es. A vibrant lemon background contrasts with his 
face and the flood of deep purple of his sweater.

YouTube: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YsRFcepi_7o 

A
ctivism
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Mary Lou Breslin 
Portrait to come



Mary Lou Breslin, 
portrait to come 

Mary Lou Breslin was a 504 protester and is a trail-
blazer with physical disabilities who co-founded the 
Disability Rights Education and Defense Fund and 
worked on the ADA.

Mary Lou: “The goal of the Disability movement is 
that people have choice and opportunity. It doesn’t 
mean that your life is easy or that it will be perfect 
but that you will not be prevented because of your 
Disability from participating and doing whatever 
you want to do.”

Website: https://dredf.org

A
ctivism
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Allie Cannington by Curtis Simmons 
Styrofoam print, 9 x 12 inches, 2019



Allie Cannington 
by Curtis Simmons, Artful Steps
 
Allie Cannington is a Queer, multiply disabled com-
munity advocate, educator and youth development 
specialist, who centers disabled youth who are Queer 
and Trans, low/no income, and of color. 

Nominator: “Allie is on the cutting edge of intersec-
tionality and queer identity.” 

ALLIE: “Disproportionately, disability is within com-
munities of color, and ... we are not acting in ways 
that are anti-racist. And we, myself included, have a 
responsibility to ensure that disabled leaders of col-
or are given credit, as they have always been a part 
of this movement; they’ve always been leading it. 
Nothing about us without us: ... we need to say that 
about other parts of our disability community, which 
includes race, gender, sexuality, documentation sta-
tus, immigrant status, class. The list goes on and on.”

Twitter @AllieCannington
Instagram: @alliecan 

IMAGE: White ink on a black background. A complex 
layer of energetic black lines on the left, which con-
nect to a serene face on its side to the right.

A
ctivism
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Lawrence Carter-Long by Jonathan 
Valdivias Pencil and oil pastel, 16 x 29 inches, 2019



Lawrence Carter-Long 
by Jonathan Valdivias, NIAD

Lawrence Carter-Long is an award-winning artist, 
activist and media spokesman with cerebral palsy. He 
started the #saytheword campaign and is Director of 
Communications at Disability Rights Education and 
Defense Fund (DREDF).

Lawrence: "Dig a little deeper and the lesson is clear: 
Make something accessible and inclusive and every-
body benefits, not just disabled people. Every single 
time. That's an impressive track record ... But before 
we can do that we've got to get real about both the 
positives and the negatives that surround it. DIS-
ABLED. #SayTheWord is an attempt to ... interject 
a disability consciousness into everyday situations 
that, thus far, too many have been able to ignore or 
take for granted."

Instagram: @#lawrencecarterlong  Twitter: @LCLong
Website: https://dredf.org

IMAGE: Four small pencil drawings of a man in the 
middle of white textured paper have varied expres-
sions and colorful clothes. The man on the right raises 
his arm from his wheelchair.

A
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Haben Girma by Ade Lewis 
Watercolor, 12 x 16 inches, 2019



Haben Girma by Ade Lewis, 
Creativity Explored

Haben Girma is the first Deafblind person to gradu-
ate from Harvard Law School. An Obama Champion 
of Change and “Forbes 30 Under 30” winner, she is an 
activist lawyer, speaker and writer. 

Haben: “We can choose to make our communities 
accessible. It’s in our power to provide access for ev-
eryone. Those individuals who’ve had to move for-
ward as pioneers are particularly well positioned to 
help their communities, whether it’s as a lawyer or 
as an advocate.”

Website: https://habengirma.com   
Ted Talk: https://youtu.be/Mvoj-ku8zk0
Twitter: @HabenGirma
Instagram: @Habengirma

IMAGE: Painted with delicate strokes, a head and 
shoulders portrait of a confident woman with long 
dark hair, a pearl necklace and blue dress. 
 

A
ctivism
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Nicole Harris 

Portrait to come



Nicole Harris portrait to come 
 
Nicole Harris is a Blind, Beautiful and Badass disability 
activist, active on social media. 

Nicole: “I am an unstoppable force! My goal, driven 
passion is to help others realize that changing their 
choices will change their life!” 

Instagram: @theknucklebeauty

A
ctivism
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La Mesha Irizarry by Fitu Petaia 
Pen and colored pencil, 11 x 14 inches, 2019



La Mesha Irizarry by Fitu Petaia, 
ArtReach Studios

La Mesha Irizarry is Co-Director of the Idriss Shel-
ley Foundation, providing services to families of color 
whose loved ones have been killed or disabled by law 
enforcement. 

Nominator: “The Idriss Stelley Foundation has no 
website, no funding, and isn’t registered as a non-
profit. They run the whole thing out of Irizarry’s 
one-bedroom apartment in Bayview-Hunters Point. 
They’re about as grassroots as grassroots gets. And 
they never stop working. The foundation has a 24-
hour crisis hotline for victims of police brutality and 
their families. … She supports victims of police vi-
olence in her son’s name[…] La Mesha is an activist 
powerhouse and teacher. […] She is a brilliant leader 
in our community.”

Website: 
https://www.idealist.org/en/nonprofit/0ddfb-
cd862424b959b421db61a642e58-isf-idris-stel-
ley-foundation-san-francisco

IMAGE: A three quarter portrait of a woman of color 
wearing a bright green top, wearing elegant jewelry, 
gazes to our right. Behind her a vibrant tropical back-
ground with palm trees and a bright pink building.

A
ctivism
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Adrienne Lauby by Felicia Griffin 
Letterpress print, pencil drawing, 16 x 20 inches, 2019



Adrienne Lauby 
by Felicia Griffin, NIAD

Adrienne Lauby is a grass roots community activist 
and co-founder of <Pushing Limits>, the disability 
rights program on KPFA radio (94.1). 

Nominator: “Adrienne is able to blend in disability, 
race, class and gender when presenting program-
ming about complex issues involving disability. She 
sees the need to connect disability and homeless-
ness in a concrete way when working on behalf of 
homeless people.” 

Website: https://kpfa.org/program/pushing-limits/

IMAGE: A small pencil drawing of a figure on paper 
with relief printed chunky misaligned woodblock let-
ters. At the top the word: “Adrienne” and at the bot-
tom: “KPFA fm”

A
ctivism
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Bonnie Lewkowicz by Zachary 
Umar-Durr, Graphite, 11 x 14 inches, 2019



Bonnie Lewkowicz 
by Zachary Umar-Durr, Artful Steps

Bonnie Lewkowicz is a wheelchair user, disability 
rights activist and co-founder of AXIS Dance Compa-
ny. She leads two websites for adventurous and ac-
cessible travel. 

Nominator: “Most of her change making has been 
done behind the scenes through educating busi-
nesses about customer service and accessibility and 
holding them accountable to providing and increas-
ing access. In 2009 she was involved in a precedent 
setting ADA lawsuit against Hotels.com that ulti-
mately resulted in the company including access 
filters as part of their search function… In 2017 she 
joined forces with Bay Area Outreach & Recreation 
Program and in this new capacity she continues to 
mostly volunteer ... to ensure that park and recre-
ation ... improve access for people with disabilities.”

Websites: http://www.wheelingcalscoast.org and 
http://accessnca.org

IMAGE: Created with soft pencil tones, a white wom-
an in a power wheelchair has both arms stretching to 
touch huge trees, with a lush forest behind.

A
ctivism
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Alex Locust by Joseph “JD” Green 
Graphite, 11 x 14 inches, 2019



Alex Locust by Joseph “JD” 
Green, Creativity Explored

Alex Locust is a proud, biracial glamputee spreading 
the word about disability justice one workshop at a 
time. 

Nominator: “No one I have ever met has brought so 
much (direly needed) passionate education about 
accessibility, visibility and challenging spaces to be 
more inclusive.”

Nominator: “Alex has been doing amazing work in 
the disability justice community to educate peo-
ple about ableism and its many intersectionalities. 
Alex teaches people about micro-aggressions and 
uses his own personal experiences to fight for better 
and more accessible spaces and language. Alex does 
PHENOMENAL trainings on disability justice.”

Website: https://www.glamputee.com

IMAGE: A delicate pencil drawing of the head and 
shoulders of a young man with short tousled hair and 
a moustache. His shirt is patterned with pink flamin-
goes and he smiles broadly.

A
ctivism
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Stacey Milbern by Darrell Holmes 
and Donna Kurtz 

Watercolor paint, pencil and marker pen, 
11 x 14 inches, 2019



Stacey Milbern by Darrell 
Holmes and Donna Kurtz, 

Artful Steps

Stacey Milburn is a queer disabled, Korean-American 
organizer and leader, and co-founder of the Disability 
& Intersectionality Summit in the Bay Area.

Nominator: “Stacey is someone who practices dis-
ability justice everyday. She is a co-organizer of the 
Disability & Intersectionality Summit Bay Area affili-
ate event and has organized a number of workshops 
and presentations around racial, social, and disabili-
ty justice.”

Twitter: @cripchick

IMAGE: The head and shoulders of a young wom-
an with short brown hair, bright green glasses and a 
green and white horizontal striped top is drawn with 
bold felt pens. She wears a small white trach device 
around her neck.  

A
ctivism
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Mia Mingus by Lolita Triplette 
Marker pens, 11 x 14 inches, 2019



Mia Mingus by Lolita Triplette, 

Artful Steps 

Mia Mingus is a queer, physically disabled, Korean, 
transracial and transnational adoptee. She is a writer, 
educator and community organizer for disability and 
transformative justice. 

Mia: “We resist ableism dividing us. I resist my dis-
ability being pitted against your disability. We will 
not be divided.

Nominator: “She does amazing work on transfor-
mative/disability justice and ending child sexual 
abuse.”

Website: http://www.leavingevidence.wordpress.com 
Twitter: @miamingus
Instagram: mia.mingus

IMAGE: The head and shoulders of a smiling woman 
with turquoise dress and large oval, sun gold earrings. 
She is surrounded by a design of small multi-colored 
daisies.

A
ctivism
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Leroy Moore by Raven Harper 
Pastel, 16 x 20 inches, 2019



Leroy Moore by Raven Harper, 

NIAD

Leroy Moore is writer, poet, speaker, rapper, and ra-
dio host with cerebral palsy. He is a leading activist on 
incarceration and police brutality against people with 
disabilities. 

Leroy: “The mission of the Krip-Hop Project is to get 
the musical talents of hip-hop artists with disabili-
ties into the hands of media outlets, educators, hip-
hop, disabled and race scholars, youth, hip-hop con-
ference coordinators, and agents, and to report the 
latest news about musicians with disabilities.” 

Website: https://kriphopnation.com
Twitter: @kriphopnation
Instagram: @blackkrip

IMAGE: Created with charcoal and smudgy pastels, 
the head and shoulders of a confident African Amer-
ican man in front of a window. The wall behind him is 
decorated with a large red and yellow flower.
 

A
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Bruce Oka by Harrison Walkowiak 
Pen and watercolor, 11 x 15 inches, 2019



Bruce Oka 
by Harrison Walkowiak, 

Pomeroy Center
 
Bruce Oka was a 504 protester and is a disability 
rights activist elder with cerebral palsy. He worked 
tirelessly to create accessible public transport in San 
Francisco.

Nominator: “Bruce Oka … was an active part of the 
1977 504 Occupation.  Bruce has been actively in-
volved in various advocacy roles, including Mayor’s 
Office on Disability, SFMTA Accessibility Advisory 
Committee for Fixed Routes, SFMTA’s Paratransit 
Committee, and mentoring young aspiring advo-
cates.  Bruce’s rich experience as an activist in the 
community and his commitment to inspiring the 
next generation of activists in the disability com-
munity set him apart from the rest.  His passion and 
dedication are contagious, simply being around him 
and hearing his stories will make you want to get in-
volved, and he will be the first one there to make the 
connection to make it happen!”

IMAGE: An Asian American man with wire-rimmed 
glasses has a broad smile that is almost a laugh. His 
hair is blue and the same color as his striped shirt. 

A
ctivism
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Drago Renteria by Camille Holvoet 
Acrylic paint, 16 x 20 inches, 2019



Drago Renteria 
by Camille Holvoet, Creativity Explored

Drago Rentaria is a Deaf activist and Chicano trans-
man, LGBTQ/Social Justice activist, past director of 
Deaf Gay and Lesbian Center and founder of Deaf 
Queer Resource Center. 

Drago: “Know that you are seen. Know that the 
world is a more beautiful place with you in it. Know 
that you are deeply loved.”

WEBSITE: https://www.deafqueer.org

IMAGE: Created with confident painterly strokes, the 
head and shoulders of a man with a brown beard and 
moustache, black-rimmed glasses, black trilby hat, 
dark blue shirt, patterned tie and dark waistcoat.

A
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Rebecca Williford by Billy White 
Pen and pastel, 16 x 20 inches, 2019



Rebecca Williford 
by Billy White, NIAD 

Rebecca Williford is an accomplished lawyer who uses 
a wheelchair. She works on disability rights cases with 
national impact for Disability Rights Advocates in 
Berkeley.

Nominator: “As a person with a disability, she acts as 
an important role model for young, aspiring Disabil-
ity Rights Advocates staff and attorneys who also 
have disabilities. […] She has played an integral role 
in many of DRA’s most important cases, which led 
to Wal-Mart installing accessible card readers, AMC 
having reliable access to audio description services, 
Netflix and Hulu agreeing to add audio description 
technology to much of their online and streaming 
content. Actions against BART’s broken, out of ser-
vice, or soiled elevators, is in ongoing negotiations, 
working to make BART accessible for all.”

Website: https://dralegal.org
Twitter: @WilliRebecca

IMAGE: The head and shoulders of a woman with 
shoulder-length black hair and red lips in outline 
pen on bright, white paper. Billy White’s signature is 
drawn with a large brush in the top left.

A
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Alice Wong by Yang “Buurin” Yu-Zhen 
Pencil, 16 x 20 inches, 2019



Alice Wong by Yang “Buurin” 
Yu-Zhen, Creativity Explored

Alice Wong is a social media maven, disability activist, 
community catalyst, media maker and writer, origina-
tor of the Disability Visibility Project. 

Nominator: “Alice […] is leading the social media 
revolution for people with disabilities and people 
of color. Her DisabilityVisibility Podcast and Story-
Corp interviews along with her twitter presence and 
blogging on everything from voting to healthcare to 
police violence to pop culture has elevated the di-
alogue on inclusion and the intersection of People 
with Disabilities, People of Color and social justice. 
Her work in disability activism, especially in regards 
to recent straw bans is unmatched.”

Website: https://disabilityvisibilityproject.com
Twitter @DisVisibility
Instagram: @disability_visibility
Facebook: @DisabilityVisibilityPodcast

IMAGE: A head and shoulders pencil drawing of an 
Asian American woman wearing glasses taking a 
sideways look at the viewer.

A
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Stanley Yarnell by Tyrone Eric Johnson 
Acrylic paint on canvas, 16 x 20 inches, 2019



Stanley Yarnell 
by Tyrone Eric Johnson, 
ArtReach Studios

Dr. Yarnell works to make museums more accessible 
and is a blind physician at St. Mary’s Medical Center in 
San Francisco. 

Stanley: “ … there need to be more people with visi-
ble disabilities in the health care professions, wheth-
er they’re doctors or nurses, therapists, lab techs, 
whatever… When other doctors work with a doc-
tor with a disability … it helps them achieve a level 
of comfort that they might not otherwise have… I 
think that having a physician with a disability helps 
the institution because physicians with a disability, 
I think, look at policies and procedures of the insti-
tution through the lens of disability. It helps the in-
stitution think seriously about having more people 
with visible disabilities there because of what they 
bring to the table.”

IMAGE: A monochrome painting in black and white 
and shades of grey, of the head and shoulders of a 
white man with short hair, and round glasses, wearing 
a suit. He stands in front of abundant bookshelves.

A
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Arts and Culture 

The field of Disability Art is rich with artistic practices 
and works that celebrate human differences and vul-
nerabilities. Each of the Changemakers in this theme 
is known for outstanding contributions to the arts 
and for transforming outdated attitudes and limiting 
views of disabled people and their lives. 

As disability arts and culture continue to expand and 
evolve, disabled artists are staking a claim to their 
own legitimate place in the public realm. 

As artist and writer Neil Marcus has said “Disability is 
an art. It’s an ingenious way to live”

41



Patty Berne by Scott Kenney 
Color pencils, 9 x 12 inches, 2019



Patty Berne by Scott Kenney, 

Artful Steps  

Patty Berne is a co-founder of Sins Invalid and a rad-
ical crip artist/activist centering queer people of color 
with disabilities within intersectionality and Disability 
activism. 

Patty: “You know it’s kind of ridiculous but I do think 
that oftentimes people with disabilities are seen 
as The Other and Disability is seen as an individu-
al tragedy. It’s not. Disability is a way of being. It is 
an art. It’s a craft. What is oppressive are when sys-
tems — human systems, social systems, political sys-
tems — are organized to create violence against us, 
to marginalize us. I am not oppressed by my body.”

Website: https://www.sinsinvalid.org
Instagram: @patty_berne
Instagram: @sinsinvalid 

IMAGE: Created with energetic marks from muted col-
or pencils, a woman with long dark hair, wearing grass 
green pants smiles from her power wheelchair, and 
raises her left hand.

A
rts an

d
 C

u
ltu

re

43



Owen Bragg Self-Portrait
Digital image, 2019



Owen Bragg Self-Portrait 

Owen Bragg is an artist with autism. He has published 
five books and an animation film, and has his own 
website and YouTube channel. 

Owen’s blog: www.fizzletown.biz
Owen’s YouTube: Owen’s World via Visions DP

IMAGE: A white man with brown hair and big eye-
brows wearing a blue t-shirt looks at us. Simple lines 
define bold facial features and a strong jaw.
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Colin Eldred Cohen by Musa Syme 
Color pencils and felt pens, 11 x 14 inches, 2019



Colin Eldred Cohen 
by Musa Syme, ArtReach Studios 

Colin Eldred Cohen is autistic and a storyteller and 
writer. He does readings at libraries and schools, and 
leads a Dungeons and Dragons role-playing game at 
the Rose Garden Library in San Jose. 

Website: www.fishandcherries.com
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/colincec/
Instagram: @cectheronin

IMAGE: A seated man with short dark hair is drawn 
with bold outlines. He holds a book and behind him 
chunky words saying Colin Eldred shimmer in yellow 
and green. 

A
rts an

d
 C

u
ltu

re
 

47



Anne Finger by Erika Martinez 
Watercolor, 16 x 20 inches, 2019



Anne Finger by Erika Martinez, 
NIAD 

Anne Finger is disability rights activist elder and uses 
a wheelchair. She is an accomplished, award-winning 
writer and a fellow at the American Embassy in Berlin.

Anne: “I think in times of crisis there’s a tendency to 
shoehorn the confusion and noise of life, of history, 
into a neat story. … We seize hold of a coherent nar-
rative—the social model of disability, for instance—
that is liberating in many ways, and allows us to 
come together in ways we hadn’t ever before, but at 
the same time [it] always excludes experience that 
doesn’t fit in too neatly.”

New York Times: /opinion/a-portrait-of-intimate-vi-
olence.html
Short Stories: Call Me Ahab
New Book: A Woman in Bed
Twitter: @Anne_Finger 

IMAGE: A woman with a pale face and bold yellow 
arms sits at an orange table, on a completely orange 
background. A black circle with a blue center hovers 
beside her.
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Nina G. by Sandra Littlejohn 
Mixed media on canvas, 11 x 14 inches, 2019



Nina G. by Sandra Littlejohn, 

Artful Steps  

Nina G. is the San Francisco Bay Area’s favorite fe-
male stuttering stand-up comedian (granted, she is 
the only one). She is a disability activist, educator, and 
children’s book author. 

Nominator: “Nina has been breaking barriers in 
the comedy world, and at the same time, has been 
a tireless advocate and activist for the community. 
Nina is a true advocate and educator for the Stutter-
ing Community. We are blessed to have her as one of 
the faces of our community. She uses her comedy to 
teach folk things they maybe would not be willing to 
learn elsewhere.”

Website: https://www.ninagcomedian.com
Twitter: @ninagcomedian 
Tedx Talk: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LLOk-
prmqbRM

IMAGE: Drawn with bold shapes, a woman with long 
brown hair, wearing a bright green dress and with 
bright red lips talks into a microphone, against a sky 
blue background.

A
rts an

d
 C

u
ltu

re
 

51



Gabriela Hofmeyer by Mireya Betances 
Marker on paper, 20 x 16 inches, 2019



Gabriela Hofmeyer 
by Mireya Betances, NIAD 

Gabriela Hofmeyer is a musician with CIDP (Chronic 
Inflammatory Demyelinating Polyneuropathy). She is 
an advocate for those experiencing trauma. 

Nominator: “She is a mother with a disability of 
two small children, recently honored by being in-
vited to perform at Carnegie Hall […] with her Alma 
Mater ensemble, Rensselaer Orchestra. Gabriela is 
an advocate not only for the disabled and also for 
women, she advocates for accessibility, science and 
engineering education, music and the arts. She has 
tirelessly advocated before US Congress for the Fam-
ily Medical Leave Act, and in California for Disabled 
Persons’ Rights, Fair Housing, and Humanitarian 
Causes. … Gabriela has advocated for Disabled Per-
sons Housing Rights, Access to Quality Healthcare 
for the Elderly and Disabled, and Workplace Rights 
for Women and Minorities since 1996.”

IMAGE: A simple outline painting of a young woman 
with long hair, surrounded by white space.
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Antoine Hunter by Joseph Rux 
Colored pencil, 20 x 16 inches, 2019



Antoine Hunter by Joseph Rux, 

NIAD 

Antoine Hunter is a Deaf dancer, teacher, activist 
and advocate. He is the power behind the Urban Jazz 
Dance Company and Bay Area International Deaf 
Dance Festival. 

Nominator: “He brings light, growth, and fulfillment 
to all who get the opportunity to enjoy his dancing.  
His enthusiasm and creativity is contagious.  Also he 
brings excitement and joy wherever he goes.”

Nominator: “Mr Hunter is a Deaf Choreographer 
and dancer creating artworks, bringing important 
themes of Audism, Racism, Sexism and more to the 
stage and aiming to educate and inform how we as 
society can improve.”

Website: https://www.realurbanjazzdance.com
Twitter: @thegreatdancer
Instagram: @thegreatdancerah

IMAGE: A gentle colored pencil drawing of the head 
and shoulders of an African American man, with a full 
beard and a single dreadlock over his face. He signs 
with his right hand close to his face.
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Vincent Jackson Self-Portrait 
Oil pastel, 20 x 16 inches, 2019



Vincent Jackson Self-Portrait, 

Creativity Explored

Vincent Jackson is an artist with developmental dis-
abilities known for large-scale oil pastels that renew 
traditional African and Oceanic folk art imagery. 

Vincent: “My faces are my way of telling a story 
rather than writing.” 

Nominator: “As an artist with developmental dis-
abilities, Vincent has been making iconic work at 
Creativity Explored for almost 30 years. His commit-
ment to art and to opening up a dialogue between 
African American iconography, disabilities and art is 
remarkable.”

Website: https://www.creativityexplored.org/artists/
vincent-jackson

IMAGE: An African American man with white hair and 
large eyes wears bright clothes against an orange 
background. The pastel is applied with great energy 
and confidence.
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Shana Jimenez by Donald Gruneisen 
Pen and ink wash 16 x 20 inches, 2019



Shana Jimenez 
by Donald Gruneisen, 

Creativity Explored 

Shana Jimenez is a passionate dancer and children’s 
dance teacher who has Downs Syndrome. 
 
Nominator: “Shana has a big heart for serving her 
peers and others in the community. She is active in 
her church by handing out bulletins and greeting 
everyone who comes through the door. She is also a 
host to a small group that meets at her house week-
ly. She is most at home on the dance floor and has 
been developing her skills for more than 15 years! 
She loves to instruct children’s dance classes when 
she’s not taking classes herself at City College. Shana 
loves to encourage people through dance.”

IMAGE: A black ink and grey wash drawing of a young 
woman wearing a fashionable jacket, and decorated 
top has her right hand confidently raised straight up.
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Neil Marcus by Joseph Rux 
Color pencil, 20 x 16 inches, 2019



Neil Marcus by Joseph Rux, NIAD

Neil Marcus is a physically disabled actor, artist, writer 
and activist with a long award-winning career in the 
Bay Area.

Neil: “Disability is not a brave struggle or ‘courage in 
the face of adversity.’ Disability is an art. It’s an inge-
nious way to live.” 

Nominator: “Marcus has made beautiful dance and 
theater in the Bay Area for decades. He is a Bay Area 
treasure, … very important to the arts …and the dis-
ability community. He’s been an active member of 
the disability rights and art communities in the Bay 
Area since 1980, and his work, using a wide range of 
media, has been important for both communities.”

Website: https://www.neilmarcus.com

IMAGE: A drawing with colored pencils on paper. 
Against a pale blue background a man in yellow pants 
riding a power wheelchair is surrounded on either side 
by a network of plants. 
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Jonathan Murphy and James Sullivan 
by Yukari Sakura and Chris Rosales 

Acrylic paint on canvas, 20 x 16 inches, 2019



Jonathan Murphy and James 
Sullivan by Yukari Sakura and 
Chris Rosales, ArtReach Studios

Jonathan Murphy is a professional voice actor and 
James Sullivan is a filmmaker. Both are autistic and 
together create Bluebee TeeVee: videos educating 
young children about autism. 

Nominator: “Jonathan and James create comics that 
are centered on the themes of bullying awareness, 
self-acceptance, peer-acceptance, and understand-
ing autism and Asperger’s Syndrome.” 

Website: https://geekclubbooks.com/bluebee-tee-
vee-autism-information-station/ 

IMAGE: A double portrait of two white men on a lap-
top screen created with shiny acrylic paint. One man 
holds a hand puppet. A toy zebra sits on the left of the 
keyboard and on the right is a toy rabbit.
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Corbett O’Toole by Ranjit Dhillon 
Acrylic paint on canvas board, 11 x 14 inches, 2019



Corbett O’Toole 
by Ranjit Dhillon, Artful Steps

Corbett OToole was a 504 protester and is a queer 
disabled elder, artist, community organizer, activist, 
writer, speaker, publisher and mentor. 

Nominator: “Her book “My Fading Scars” was an in-
credible model for how to write accessibly.”

Nominator: “Many people know Corbett as an in-
credible activist but she is also an amazing and very 
powerful artist. If you saw her work at the San Fran-
cisco Art Institute you will know how deep her work 
goes and how she is always pushing deeper and 
deeper for more meaning.”

Website: https://www.reclapress.com
Twitter: @CorbettOToole

IMAGE: A bold painting of the head and shoulders of a 
smiling white woman with short brown hair, a pair of 
glasses on her head, a bright blue top, and a string of 
beads. 
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Maia Scott by Nancy Chisholm 
Acrylic paint on canvas, 11 x 14 inches, 2019



Maia Scott by Nancy Chisholm, 

ArtReach Studios  

Maia Scott is a blind performance artist, labyrinth fa-
cilitator, massage therapist, and educator. She teaches 
accessible theater and art at City College in SF.

Nominator: “Maia is a woman who is blind and has 
used this disability to help others with differences to 
realize their abilities. […] Currently, Maia is writing 
a book that includes tactile labyrinths that will soon 
be published by the Printing House for The Blind. 
She is an extraordinary woman of compassion who 
has made it her life work to ensure all people are 
treated with dignity. … Maia is just the type of indi-
vidual who deserves the title ‘Changemaker’.”

IMAGE: A woman with long brown hair uses her elbow 
to massage a Labrador dog lying on a table. The por-
trait has fine detail to suggest texture and depth.
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Judith Smith by Jackie Riley 
Mixed media, 9 x 12 inches, 2019



Judith Smith by Jackie Riley
Artful Steps 

Judith Smith created a new paradigm for physical-
ly integrated dance. She uses a wheelchair and is a 
founding member of AXIS Dance Company, serving as 
Artistic Director for 20 years.

Nominator: “Her vision and passion helped to po-
sition AXIS as one of the world’s driving forces in 
physically integrated dance (dancers with and with-
out disabilities). … Her advocacy and equity work led 
to the first-ever National Convening on the Future 
of Physically Integrated Dance in the USA, followed 
by six regional town halls throughout the country in 
2016. … She has been instrumental in the creation of 
the Dance/USA Disability and Dance Affinity Group 
and serves as co-chair.”

Website: http://www.axisdance.org

IMAGE: A woman with bright clothing and long hair 
contrasts with an abstract background of rectangles. 
Subtle highlights in glitter catch the light.
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DeMian Williams (Serena Jackson) by 
Paul Pulizzano Mixed media, 9 x 12 inches, 2019



DeMian Williams (Serena Jackson) 
by Paul Pulizzano, Creativity Explored

DeMian Williams is a passionate drag performer with 
Asperger’s who performs as Serena Jackson at Access 
Happy Hour, Linty’s community drag show, party, and 
fundraiser for AccessSFUSD: The Arc. Monthly shows 
every Fourth Friday at SF Oasis, 5:00-7:00. 

IMAGE: An African American man with make-up 
wears glamorous, glittery stage clothes and stands on 
a pink stage with arms outstretched.

IMAGE: Group photo of the Happy Hour Crew and AccessS-
FUSD: The Arc in bright drag wigs and make-up. Left top: 
Bianca Hintermann, Jen Kabbabe, Linty (Linden Cady), Sara 
Sandoval, Heidi Seretan, Paul Ballard. Bottom Left: Brian 
Deng, Serena Jackson (DeMian Williams), Tommy Leung, 
Eduardo Ulloa, Armando Sanchez, Tony Wong, Koichi Koji, 
and Kacey Chui.

Website: https://www.facebook.com/accesshappyhoursf/
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Business 
Businesses owned and run by people with disabilities 
are not common nor do we find many disabled people 
at the highest level of government and commerce, or 
as entrepreneurs and start-up founders. 

The Changemakers in the Business theme are all lead-
ing by example, and creating employment and oppor-
tunities for others as they go. 

Dive into their stories and explore their approaches 
and strategy to keep making change in their field. 
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Kathy Martinez by Javier Morales 
Mixed media, 11 x 14 inches, 2019



Kathy Martinez 
by Javier Morales, ArtReach Studios 

Kathy Martinez is a blind Latina and was Obama’s As-
sistant Secretary, Office of Disability Employment Pol-
icy. She now leads Disability and Accessibility Services 
at Wells Fargo. 

Kathy: “There is still a lot of shame associated with 
disabilities. The only way to change that is to make 
us part of a company’s standard operating practice.“

On youtube: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=gvopHHh3QHM 

Website: https://www.wellsfargo.com/about/diversity/
accessibility/ 

IMAGE: A highly textured head and shoulders of a 
woman with dark hair, red lips and bold bronze jewel-
ry. Braille at the bottom for the name Kathy Martinez. 
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Melody and Russ Stein 
by Laron Bickerstaff 

Oil pastel, 16 x 20 inches, 2019



Melody and Russ Stein 
by Laron Bickerstaff,  

Creativity Explored 

Melody and Russ Stein are Deaf entrepreneurs, activ-
ists and co-founders of Mozzeria, a pizzeria owned 
and operated by Deaf people. 

Nominator: “The Steins were turned down for busi-
ness loans by a line of banks that didn’t want to 
take a risk on a pair of unproven deaf business own-
ers. They also had to cope with additional frustra-
tions, such as City inspectors arriving without the 
sign-language interpreters Melody had requested. 
… all of the 15 employees are deaf and know ASL. 
From 2016, their mobile pizza truck has become a 
regular fixture at outdoor festivals and street food 
events.” 

Website: http://www.mozzeria.com
Instagram: @mozzeriasf
Twitter: @MozzeriaSF

IMAGE: Two people drawn with bold colors and simple 
shapes have the word Mozzeria written across their 
aprons. The background of irregular squares of vi-
brant colors resembles a patchwork quilt.
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Tiffany Yu by Yukari Sakura 
Pencil, 16 x 20 inches, 2019



Tiffany Yu by Yukari Sakura, 

Creativity Explored 

Tiffany Yu is a public speaker, social impact entre-
preneur, and diversity and inclusion champion. She 
founded Diversability and the Disability Chapter of 
the Awesome Foundation. 

Nominator: “She builds a community to help Dis-
ability people. Tiffany is an outspoken leader and 
role model for Disability justice. She is relentlessly 
committed to making the Bay Area (and the world) 
a better place through her advocacy, public speak-
ing, activism and friendship. She founded the social 
enterprise Diversability which works to elevate the 
voices and build social capital in disability, and has 
led workshops for the disability community, served 
as a mentor, helped with planning the new Disability 
Cultural Center, and funded micro-grants for disabil-
ity projects. Her energy and passion are inspiring.”

Website: http://tiffanyyu.com

IMAGE: A detailed pencil drawing of the head and 
shoulders of a young Asian American woman with 
shoulder length hair and a beaming smile. 
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Education 
Educators invest so much of themselves in the poten-
tial and promise of others. 

They know that each person they teach or mentor can 
have a big impact on others and on society at large. 

Their valuable work often goes unnoticed and under-
mined by the larger forces of change. Each disabled 
educator nominated here is making a unique con-
tribution to their students and peers. Find out what 
they’re up to and how their work is reaching people 
far and wide.  
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Stephanie Faso (two views) 
by Jason Monzon 

Felt pen and watercolor, 11 x 15 inches, 2019



Stephanie Faso (two views) 
by Jason Monzon, Pomeroy Center

Stephanie Faso has severe cerebral palsy and is a 
grad student. She mentors students who also use 
speech-generating devices. Her writing educates oth-
ers about cultural attitudes toward disability. 

Nominator: “What I love about Stephanie is her nat-
ural way of engaging people. It looks effortless, but 
I know she is always thinking about how she can 
encourage someone to speak to her. She gets lots of 
practice mentoring others.”

IMAGE: Two stacked portraits of the same smiling 
white woman fit together and use bold flat shapes 
and strong colors. She uses a power wheelchair with 
headrest. 
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Whitley Gilbert by Chris Carr 
Digital file, 2019



Whitley Gilbert by Chris Carr, 

Artful Steps 

Whitley Gilbert is an educator at Oakland High School, 
where she is a role model for her students as a queer 
woman of color with a disability and lead teacher in 
her classroom. 

IMAGE: The artist worked over a photograph to create 
a three quarter profile of a woman in sunglasses with 
a broad smile with contrasting colors. Her clothing 
has a golden shimmer, her hair is bright orange and 
the background is matt green. 
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Karen Nakamura by Deatra Colbert 
Color pencil, 20 x 16 inches, 2019



Karen Nakamura 
by Deatra Colbert, NIAD  

Professor Nakamura is an influential author, filmmak-
er, and Chair of Disability Studies and Professor of An-
thropology at UC Berkeley. 

Nominator: “She grapples practically and creative-
ly, as a disabled academic and artist, with many in-
tersections–disability and transgender; disability 
and race; disability in different national contexts; 
disability and deaf culture. She has created new 
perspectives on a range of disability issues (includ-
ing psych disability in her amazing book and film on 
independent living and schizophrenia in Japan), her 
films on disability are subtle and inventive. She leads 
disability studies at UC Berkeley and she’s bringing a 
critical and inventive approach to prosthetics, tech-
nology, and disability maker culture.”

Website: https://haasinstitute.berkeley.edu/kar-
en-nakamura 

IMAGE: A head and shoulders of a woman with a large 
face and short hair has her right hand raised. A small 
sun with fringes to her left warms everything in the 
surrounding area underneath.  
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Francis Refan Phiri by Karen Ridge 
Mixed media, 11 x 15 inches, 2019



Francis Refan Phiri 
by Karen Ridge, Artful Steps

Francis Phiri was born in Zambia, and lost his hearing 
at 12. He started a non-profit, and is an ASL teacher 
and organizer for Deaf Night Out and ASL Meet-ups.

Nominator: “Francis is an advocate for early edu-
cational opportunities for deaf children and their 
families, both here in the Bay Area and in his home 
country of Zambia. […] He teaches American Sign 
Language classes at DCARA (Deaf Counseling, Ad-
vocacy & Referral Agency in San Leandro). [He] also 
started a foundation in Zambia, called “Give Back to 
the Community, Zambia” where he works with the 
government and NGO’s to promote early education 
and communication, for children and their families ... 
Francis is a dynamic, positive person who is involved 
as an advocate and teacher … He has had a great im-
pact on my family’s all-encompassing approach to 
deafness.”

Website: www.gbczambia.org 

IMAGE: A smiling African American man with very 
short hair and a neat moustache signs and smiles. The 
blue background is almost the same color as his green 
shirt and draws attention to his face and hand. 
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Leadership 
What makes a good leader? What are the qualities 
that others respond to and follow? 

Being a leader is never an easy role and leaders often 
face challenges that would stop many of us. 

The Changemakers in the Leadership theme are 
known as pace setters and powerful individuals by 
their peers in the disability community. They may be 
the director of a large organization, or perhaps they 
are modeling an example of leadership for others. 

Who are these these influential disabled people and 
how are they leading in their Bay Area communities?



Nicole Bohn by Gerald Wiggins
Pencil, 16 x 20 inches, 2019



Nicole Bohn by Gerald Wiggins, 

Creativity Explored

Nicole Bohn is a leader with physical disabilities, an 
activist and organizer, and Director of the San Francis-
co Mayor’s Office on Disability. 

Nominator: “Nicole Bohn has the understanding and 
commitment to disability rights and culture to create 
meaningful change.”

Website: https://sfgov.org/mod/ 

IMAGE: A delicate pencil drawing of a smiling white 
woman, with short hair in a power wheelchair looks 
ahead. The smudgy background creates a pale aura 
around her. 
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Nikki Brown-Booker by Tracey Johnson 
Acrylic paint on canvas board, 11 x 14 inches, 2019



Nikki Brown-Booker 
by Tracey Johnson, Artful Steps 

Nikki Brown-Booker has physical disabilities and is 
a fierce disability rights advocate. She is ED of Easy 
Does It Services and a leader/supporter of Hand in 
Hand, the Domestic Employers’ Network.

Nikki: “I can use my voice to fight for a world where 
everyone has respect and dignity. … I believe in our 
… power to create real and lasting positive change 
for generations to come. Love is louder when every-
one treats each other with respect and dignity.”

Websites: https://www.easydoesitservices.org  and 
http://domesticemployers.org

IMAGE: A smiling African American woman with 
glasses in a bright blue power wheelchair and pale top 
looks directly at us. The shapes are bold and painterly. 
Behind is a luscious garden with pink flowers. 
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Samuel Franco by Michael Broadhurst 
Felt pens, 11 x 14 inches, 2019



Samuel Franco by Michael 
Broadhurst, ArtReach Studios

Sam Franco has cognitive disabilities and works as a 
film editor. He serves on Gatepath’s Program Commit-
tee and volunteers at Habitat for Humanity and Sec-
ond Harvest Food Bank.

Sam: “It inspires me to think that people today 
are fighting for justice and equality in the world, 
like superheroes from 80’s and 90’s action mov-
ies! But, instead of using violence and physical force 
they use other tools. They use pen, paper, and their 
thoughts.”

IMAGE: The head and shoulders of a smiling man 
wearing an eye mask and a striped shirt in cartoon 
style. On either side emblems for Spiderman, Ironman, 
Captain America, Wolverine, Hulk, The Thing, Thor and 
Batman.
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Elizabeth Grigsby by Daniel Green 
Pen and watercolor on board, 8 x 10 inches, 2019



Elizabeth Grigsby 
by Daniel Green, Creativity Explored

Elizabeth Grigsby works for the Golden Gate Region-
al Center and serves on the Mayor’s Disability Council 
advocating for people with disabilities. 

Nominator: “Liz has been working for the Golden 
Gate Regional Center as a Consumer Rights Advo-
cate since 1995. Her philosophy is unique and inspir-
ing: she strives to look at the individual served as a 
whole person. Their Disability comes second. She is 
all about helping Regional Center clients find and 
use their voice to determine how they want their life 
to be – not how somebody else wants it to be.”

IMAGE: Words in the top left corner: Elizabeth Grigs-
by Picture Taking. IMAGE: Three portraits of an African 
American woman drawn in black pen on cardboard, 
with added highlights on her clothes. The spaces be-
tween the portraits are filled with lists of dates
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Jeff Harrington by Jonathan Valdivias 
Acrylic paint on paper, 16 x 20 inches, 2019



Jeff Harrington 
by Jonathan Valdivias, NIAD 

Jeff Harrington is CEO at the Earle Baum Center 
of the Blind. As Director of Technology he teaches 
people with sight loss to use technology.

Nominator: “Jeff is blind and is the current interim 
CEO at the Earle Baum Center of the Blind.  Jeff is 
also the Director of Technology and leads a team 
of instructors, including himself, in teaching peo-
ple with all degrees of sight loss to use technology 
to enhance their lives.”

Website: http://www.earlebaum.org

IMAGE: A smiling man stands next to a large brown 
shape that could be a desk. The man is drawn in 
simple outlines with a large paintbrush. Oval blobs 
of green are added to his pants and the back-
ground with a spray. A glowing orange blob sur-
rounds his head and shoulders, and paint from the 
blobs drips to the bottom of the paper.
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Jessica Lehman by Lisa Lyons 
Acrylic paint, 16 x 20 inches, 2019



Jessica Lehman by Lisa Lyons, 
Artful Steps  

Jessica Lehman is the Executive Director of Senior Dis-
ability Action Network and a longtime organizer for 
economic justice issues, against racism and ableism.

Nominator: “She is a tireless activist for the rights of 
people with disabilities, seniors and really all mar-
ginalized people in the Bay Area.  What impresses 
me most is that she understands when direct action 
is necessary but also when educating and testifying 
to lawmakers would be a better approach.  She is 
both visionary and has a practical eye.”

Nominator: “Jessica is the Executive Director of Se-
nior Disability Action Network and has been a long-
time organizer in the Bay Area for social justice. She 
tirelessly works on housing and economic justice 
issues, and against racism and ableism.”

Website:  https://sdaction.org

IMAGE: A head and shoulders painting of a white 
woman against a yellow background, using a light 
touch and light washes of paint. She has long brown 
hair, blue eyes and red lips.
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Sergeant (Ret.) Michael Sullivan by 
Dimitri Ferentinos 

Pen, crayon and watercolor, 11 x 15 inches, 2019



Sergeant (Ret.) Michael 
Sullivan by Dimitri Ferentinos, 
Pomeroy Center

Sergeant Michael Sullivan (Retired) was ADA coordi-
nator for the San Francisco Police Department, work-
ing to make facilities more accessible for people with 
disabilities.

Nominator: “After the ADA Coordinator for the San 
Francisco Police Department, Sgt. Sullivan did many 
things: making jails more accessible …; ensuring that  
meeting rooms were accessible for public events; 
working tirelessly with the 911 call center to ensure 
that deaf callers had access and creating a TTY 911 
training for young deaf children; supporting SFPD 
officers who needed accommodations to continue 
working. He was also responsible for establishing 
Crisis Intervention Training at the SF Police Academy, 
preparing officers to deal with situations involving 
individuals with mental health challenges.”

IMAGE: Drawn in pen with strong color washes, the 
head and shoulders of a man with dark hair, glasses, 
suit and tie in front of tree foliage.
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Science and Technology
Among the Changemakers of Science and Technolo-
gy are disabled people with accomplished academic 
careers, entrepreneurial energy and important exper-
tise in creating new avenues for accessibility and us-
er-centered design. 

Often because of necessity, and because of our less 
than accessible environment, many people with 
disabilities become creative and ingenious prob-
lem-solvers. They frequently have to improvise solu-
tions to practical and technical problems that make 
for skilled collaborators and strategic thinkers.   



Ralf Hotchkiss by Kathy Wilson 
Color pencil and biro, 8 x 10 inches, 2019



Ralf Hotchkiss by Kathy Wilson, 
Artful Steps 
 
Ralf Hotchkiss is a paraplegic, 504 protester, 
McArthur Fellow and founder of Whirlwind Wheel-
chairs, where people with disabilities build cut-
ting-edge wheelchairs. 

Nominator: “Ralf is an early leader in speaking out 
about and demonstrating the benefits of user-cen-
tered design for accessibility technologies. His ap-
proach to designing and building wheelchairs le-
veraging local knowledge and materials changed 
uncountable lives in the Bay Area and around the 
world. Most importantly, his approach demonstrat-
ed a basic set of principles for designing disabili-
ty-related technologies from a truly user-oriented 
perspective whose ramifications are still being ex-
plored and realized broadly in the fields of accessi-
bility and design.“ 

Website: https://whirlwindwheelchair.org
Profile: https://haasinstitute.berkeley.edu/reinvent-
ing-wheelchair

IMAGE: An energetic colored pencil drawing of a white 
man with dark hair and glasses in a wheelchair with 
handles that could be wings. 
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Michael Andrew Iseri by Michael Nuñez 
Watercolor, 16 x 20 inches, 2019



Michael Andrew Iseri 
by Michael Nuñez, NIAD  

Michael Iseri is an attorney making law more accessi-
ble with technology. He founded LAWPP® to provide 
AI voice programs in more than 35 languages.  

Nominator: “Michael created a fully voiced inter-
active Android program that lists over 250+ home-
less resources […] placed in the top five programs 
at IBM’s Silicon Valley Hackathon Competition in 
September 2018. He created these and more pro-
grams due to his life experience of being born with 
a severe disability that prevented him from speak-
ing until the third grade as well as surviving a high 
school shooting where he was shot in the back-of-
the head. It is truly his desire and to help people with 
disabilities through better and more accessible tech-
nology.”

Website: https://www.lawpp.org/
Twitter: @mike_a_i

IMAGE: A pale-skinned man with dark eyes and short 
dark hair, wearing a dark suit and tie in delicate wa-
tercolor and a pale blue background. 
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Josh Miele by Judy Shannon 
Color pencil and watercolor, 11 x 15 inches, 2019



Josh Miele by Judy Shannon, 
Pomeroy Center 

Josh Miele is a blind scientist, designer, and educator 
with decades of active involvement in the world of 
technology, accessibility, and disability.  

Josh: “My work in information accessibility has im-
pacted technologies including screen readers, audi-
tory displays, audio/tactile maps and graphics, way 
finding, braille input, video description, and STEM 
education. The accessibility solutions I find most at-
tractive are characterized by the creative use of low-
cost, off-the-shelf technologies to address signifi-
cant challenges in information accessibility.”

Website: http://www.mielelab.org
Website: https://www.ski.org/users/joshua-miele
Twitter: @BerkeleyBlink 

IMAGE: A careful drawing in colored pencil on paper 
of the head and shoulders of a white man with thick 
dark hair and a closed right eye. The detail of his shirt 
is carefully drawn.
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Dr. Hoby Wedler by Hacer Acma 
Color pencil, 16 x 20 inches, 2019



Dr. Hoby Wedler 
by Hacer Acma, NIAD  

Dr. Henry “Hoby” Wedler has been blind since birth, 
runs sensory workshops and is a scientist, entrepre-
neur, and public speaker. 

Hoby: “So much of how we feel, how we think, what 
we’re dealing with, has to do with all five senses and 
as a sighted world, we tend to utilize our vision a lit-
tle bit more than maybe we need to.”

Website: https://www.senspointdesign.com
Tedx Talk: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oJD-
HovTiWBk

IMAGE: A white man with very short hair, drawn with 
fine color pencils, wears a suit and tie, against a pale 
orange background. 
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Sport
Without disempowering stories of ‘overcoming’ and 
the mythical ‘supercrip’ our Sports Changemakers are 
working to dismantle limiting and false stereotypes. 

The popularity of the paralympics is immense but it 
can also create what Stella Young called ‘inspiration 
porn’ which objectifies disabled people as props for 
others to feel better.

Our Sports category is the last (but not least) group 
within the exhibition. One Changemaker has a highly 
popular Instagram channel where she shares videos 
of her award-winning powerlifts, and the other runs 
an extremely popular Crossfit Class and design lab for 
prosthetic limbs. 



Marybeth Baluyot by Stephanie Urbach 
Acrylic color pencil, 8 x 10 inches, 2019



Marybeth Baluyot 
by Stephanie Urbach, Artful Steps

Marybeth Baluyot lives without a left hand and is a 
record-breaking power-lifter and Cal graduate. She 
uses social media to empower other disabled women. 

Marybeth: “A huge setback in the gym was having 
people…say very odd comments like ‘I didn’t think 
anyone like you could do that.’…Hearing that was 
really hard – I would go home and cry after just one 
bench session, because there was so much inter-
ruption. So I went out to social media and I would 
vent through there, and use that as a megaphone to 
other men or women or able-bodied athletes who 
didn’t really understand it. Even when I use that 
as my main focus on Instagram or in powerlifting, I 
have people telling me, ‘you’re not disabled!’ As if a 
Disability is an insult. But I use it as an identity that 
also empowers those who are not able to do certain 
things.”

Instagram: @merrbertt

IMAGE: Created with bold color pencils, a woman with 
long, dark hair and large cartoon eyes, smiles and 
stands in front of warm, multi-colored stripes.
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Max Conserva by Andrew Lee 
Felt pen, 16 x 20 inches, 2019



Max Conserva by Andrew Lee, 
Creativity Explored 

Max Conserva is a disabled athlete who teaches 
CrossFit to local disabled people and is the founder of 
the Good Leg Project. 

Nominator: “Max has changed so many lives 
through CrossFit … The confidence we gain from 
this leads to a happy, healthy supportive lifestyle. 
He runs our adaptive CrossFit class in San Francisco 
but travels the world to spread his mission. He has 
changed my life tremendously.”

Nominator: “He is pioneering an adaptive CrossFit ... 
This class is making so many changes for individuals 
as well as changing the culture of CrossFit by mak-
ing it more accessible and inclusive. What’s unique 
about this class is it’s for people with disabilities by 
people with disabilities.”

Websites: https://www.goodleg.org and http://san-
franciscocrossfit.com/programs/adaptive-athletics/

IMAGE: A white man with a high-tech prosthetic right 
leg sits on a gym bench, drawn with bold outlines and 
gentle, energetic colors, in a busy gym.
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Art Programs 
Local art programs for artists with disabilities are also 
leading social change and inclusion. 

The artists in the Changemaker exhibition all have a 
regular artistic practice and work in studios and work-
shops with a group of their peers. Instructors are usu-
ally professional artists too, and offer support rather 
than direction. This model for an inclusive art studio 
has grown from the 1970s and the work of Elias Katz 
and Florence Ludins-Katz who lived in Berkeley. 

Creative art programs have spread nationwide and 
now serve a large and prolific population. They main-
tain professional studio spaces and offer welcome 
opportunities for learning. Works by artists with dis-
abilities have attracted national attention from com-
mercial galleries and public museums are beginning 
to collect and display work by disabled artists. Despite 
this progress, there is still much to be done to improve 
access for disabled visitors and artists. 

Find out more these programs, visit their exhibitions, 
attend their fundraisers, meet the artists, enjoy their 
work and start your own collection.

Programs participating include: Artful Steps, ArtReach 
Studios, Creativity Explored, NIAD, Pomeroy Centre 
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Artful Steps, San Leandro
The mission of Artful Steps is “to teach individuals, 
of every level of ability, methods for self-expression 
through the visual arts.” The goal of Artful Steps is to 
enhance not only the artistic abilities of the partici-
pants, but also their self-esteem and independence. 

Artful Steps
311 MacArthur Blvd, San Leandro, CA 94577
Telephone: (510) 568 -3331
https://www.steppingstonesgrowth.org/art-program  

Chris Carr enjoys using saturated color in all of his 
work. He has a passion for digital art and using organ-
ic forms to create cobwebs and flowers, his two favor-
ite subjects. Chris is also musically inclined and an ex-
cellent dancer as well as a visual artist. 

Ranjit Dhillon has only recently begun to create at 
Artful Steps.

Darrell Holmes uses large canvases and is inspired 
by graffiti. He often works from photographs taken in 
nearby communities. He uses very bright colors and 
often collages his works over watercolor washes. 
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Tracey Johnson has a specific stylistic approach to all 
of her art. Her playful sense of humor has been de-
scribed as “whimsical and free.” She uses many media, 
from watercolor, embroidery, and digital art to acrylic.

Scott Kenney is a meticulous artist whose intricate 
renderings are popular with patrons. Scott has many 
interests and his subject matter varies from animals 
to cityscapes.

Donna Kurtz’s lovely and bubbly personality is re-
flected in her bright, beautiful pieces. While prolific in 
drawing, painting, printmaking and more, her textile 
pieces – sewn and embroidered – are standouts in 
her portfolio.

Sandra Littlejohn has Native-American heritage and 
brings this deep connection into her work, from her 
watercolors to embroidery. Her art captures the es-
sence of people, revealing her warmth, along with an 
unmistakable innocence and truth, while remaining 
purposeful and strong.

Lisa Lyons is extremely hard working and willing to 
try all forms of art. Her work is very bright, happy and 
unique.
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Karen Ridge is a passionate and decisive artist, and a 
current events enthusiast. Maui and Rodney (her dog 
and brother, respectively) are recurring subjects of her 
work, and she often examines the business side to her 
art endeavors.

Jackie Riley is primarily a master of abstract works. 
Her focus is on a repetitive, overlaying of geometric 
patterns. Jackie’s work can be both dizzying and sim-
ple but is always alluring. She enjoys having her work 
in the public eye and sharing her motivation with pa-
trons.

Curtis Simmons has a unique style, and often focuses 
on drawing, but has also completed beautiful recycled 
art pieces and monoprints.

Anna Smith is a multi-media artist inspired by differ-
ent subject matter, using bold palettes to intuitively 
convey mood and atmosphere in her pieces. She has 
also produced two books of her original artwork and 
her poetry.

Lolita Triplette creates worlds of fantasy and play-
fulness, including humor, charm, and a touch of dark 
satire in her narrative subject matter. 
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Zachary Umar-Durr is an accomplished artist who 
works with a wealth of mediums, including graphite, 
acrylic, watercolor, printmaking, and digital art.  His 
keen eye is unmatched and he is currently pursuing an 
education in graphic design and digital art.

Stephanie Urbach has a style that balances bright 
color and cheer, with a dark, morbid touch. She is of-
ten influenced by illustrators, cartoonists, filmmakers 
and fine artists.

Kathy Wilson has been making art since her days in 
High School, with a portfolio teeming with portraits of 
beautiful ladies in gowns. Her passion for animals is 
shown in her popular and beautiful mosaic pieces.
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ArtReach Studios: The Arc SF
ArtReach Studios provides a unique arts academy en-
vironment where adults with developmental disabil-
ities can pursue art as a means of personal expres-
sion and to develop new skills, connect to a larger art 
community and realize financial gains through sales 
of their work. Students in this innovative program get 
support in pursuing a major course of study, as well as 
encouragement to try different art forms in expres-
sive, visual and media arts. 

ArtReach Studios
6644 Mission Street, Suite A, Daly City, CA 94014
Telephone: (650) 756-1304
Facebook.com/ArtReachStudios 

Michael Broadhurst cites nature as a strong inspira-
tion for his work, and began creating art in order to 
represent some of his favorite animals depicting not 
only their external environment but also their spiritu-
al world. In his free time Michael practices meditation 
in order to feel closer to the natural world.
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Nancy Chisholm was raised throughout her child-
hood years in the Chinatown district of San Francisco, 
where her parents owned a fish delivery business. She 
first became exposed to art practice at school in tra-
ditional drawing courses where she found a liking for 
portraiture and landscape. Since then Nancy has tak-
en many art classes, and found a love for watercolor 
and painting during classes she took in college. 

Rob Garcia was born and raised in a lower-class His-
panic community and relied heavily on his surround-
ings to teach him about life. He responds to the harsh 
conditions of his living environment by projecting his 
voice through the creativity of his art. 

Tyrone Eric Johnson plays the trumpet, saxophone, 
and piano, and creates art with ink, acrylic, and wa-
tercolor. His artwork is about lifestyle and dreams. He 
says “art makes me happy ... I like feeling talented and 
that I can do anything, it helps me express myself and 
learn.” 

Javier Morales was born in Nicaragua and moved to 
the Bay Area at the age of 8. He joined ArtReach Stu-
dios in 2014, and before that had no formal artistic 
training. Javier experiments with many different ma-
terials and mediums and takes inspiration from art 
lessons and other student work. 
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Fitu Petaia creates comix, poetry and prose, and 
writes plays. He has a YouTube channel, writes music 
and sings.

Chris Rosales is a college-educated artist, believing 
that working in a single medium is restrictive to his 
artistic process. Using many mediums, his work is in-
fluenced by his experiences in nature.

Yukari Sakura works with great focus on what she 
calls her ‘very own stories,’ gathering inspiration from 
mythological tales, animated films, and video games. 
She works with a variety of materials and also creates 
animations. 

Musa Syme was born in Sierra Leone, Africa and 
started drawing, mostly portraits. He loves people, 
their interactions and everyone’s uniqueness. Things 
like wrinkles, face shapes, hairlines and skin color all 
vary. When drawing Musa aims to find and capture 
those differences, which he says are beautiful. 

Ines Villalobos has only recently begun creating at 
ArtReach Studios.
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Creativity Explored
Creativity Explored gives artists with developmental 
disabilities the means to create and share their work 
with the community, celebrating the power of art to 
change lives.

Creativity Explored Studio, Gallery, Offices
3245 16th Street (at Guerrero Street)
San Francisco CA 94103
Telephone: (415) 863-2108 
https://www.creativityexplored.org 

Laron Bickerstaff creates radiant portraiture and 
stream-of-consciousness text-based artwork. He 
uses American Sign Language and is deeply aware of 
the visual characteristics of language. He mixes his 
own observations of life with pop-influenced brand 
names of celebrities, stores, food and drink, and insti-
tutions.
 
Eric Boysaw is a native born San Franciscan. His lan-
guage, American Sign Language, has influenced many 
of the artworks he has produced over the years. Eric 
primarily works with drawing media, using pastel, 
charcoal, and ink with great precision. In 2011, his 
work was chosen by CB2 as the basis for a rug design.
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Ada Chow recently joined Creativity Explored and 
creates work inspired by images of pre-1900 art and 
artifacts from East Asia. She also enjoys painting ani-
mals and landscapes. 

Daniel Green has an intense and playful fascination 
with American entertainment and popular culture. 
Working on wood, cardboard, and paper, he uses ink 
to draw figures from television, politics, sports, or his-
tory, and carefully lists dates, titles of shows, songs, 
cities, and names.

Joseph “JD” Green demonstrates an eye for detail 
combined with a penchant for quick handwork. His 
process involves preliminary sketches from source im-
agery found online or in his imagination, sometimes 
combining these into a new composition, before cre-
ating a final version. His chosen disciplines are print-
making, drawing, painting, and ceramics.

Donald Gruneisen was born and raised in Louisville, 
Kentucky. He is an artist inspired by horror movies 
like Halloween, old school Universal Studios monster 
movies like Dracula, Frankenstein, The Wolf Man et al, 
and classic TV shows like The Munsters.
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Camille Holvoet’s work is deceptively sweet as her 
practice tends to draw on remembrances of life’s anx-
ieties and forbidden desires. Her process is an endless 
discovery, in which – through repeatedly drawing in 
oil pastel her sacred objects: dessert, Ferris Wheels, 
and crossed eyes – the pressures of the past are re-
lieved by the joy of the creative process.

Vincent Jackson is one of the most prolific and lon-
gest practicing artists at Creativity Explored. His thick, 
defining lines break the human form into geometric 
shapes filled with a heavy impasto of layered colors 
arranged with Jackson’s masterful sense of harmony. 
The resulting mask-¬like works can be viewed as a 
contemporary renewal of traditional African and Oce-
anic folk art imagery. 

Andrew Lee recently joined Creativity Explored and 
is one of their younger artists. He has amazing draw-
ing and watercolor skills, and uses books as his source 
material. He makes faithful drawings of images that 
catch his eye and brings each piece to an elegant 
completion with watercolor paint. 

Ade Lewis often draws inspiration often derives from 
photographs of fashion models in magazines. From 
this, he has developed his own style and works with 
drawing and watercolor. He loves to interact with visi-
tors and explain his ideas, his interest in fashion, and 
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in drama, as a member of an ACT drama group. He is 
one of the youngest artists at Creativity Explored.

Paul Pulizzano has a seriousness of purpose that 
comes through in his artwork, whether working with 
acrylic–his preferred medium–charcoal, colored pen-
cil, or papier-mâché. Most of his creative energy is fo-
cused on rendering human subjects from pop culture, 
history, and elsewhere. His sculptures are as intriguing 
as his paintings, and combine both facets of his prac-
tice into unique objects that carry his rough-hewn 
sincerity inside.

Yang “Buurin” Yu-Zhen almost exclusively focuses 
on easel-sized acrylic painting (though her origami 
skills deserve mention as well). Constantly examining 
and refining her technique—investigating color and 
spatial relationships, light sources and shading—she 
is developing all the elements of an accomplished 
classical painter.

Yukari Sakura works with great focus on what she 
calls her ‘very own stories,’ gathering inspiration from 
mythological tales, animated films, and video games. 
She works with a variety of materials and also creates 
animations.

Gerald Wiggins works with colored pencil, markers 
and graphite and has been an artist at Creativity Ex-
plored since 2008 133



NIAD 

NIAD is a progressive art studio providing professional 
guidance for adults with disabilities to explore cre-
ativity, acquire new skills, and earn money from sell-
ing art. NIAD has a talented and skilled staff with con-
nections in the contemporary art world and fosters a  
supportive community and environment.

NIAD Art Center 
551 23rd Street Richmond, CA 94804
Telephone: (510) 620-0290
http://niadart.org 

Hacer Acma has only recently begun to create at 
NIAD Art Center.

Mireya Betances sorts through her environment for 
images and text to use in her work. Whether it’s an ad 
in a magazine or a completed drawing from anoth-
er artist, all is fair play for Mireya’s starting place. The 
results — often with essential letters missing or the 
scale out of whack — are uniquely hers.

Deatra Colbert shows her fandom of sports enter-
tainment, specifically wrestling, primarily on paper, 
though she works across numerous media. Her draw-
ings obsessively detail the goings-on of her favorite 
athlete/actors.
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Felicia Griffin began creating at NIAD at age 22 in 
1985. Proficient and prolific in numerous art mediums 
— from printmaking to painting to sculpture — her 
work uses an economy of materials, while featuring a 
rhythm and vibrancy all her own.

Raven Harper’s work explores the African American 
experience. In ceramics or fiber, Harper captures like-
nesses of Tupac and his mother, Smokey Robinson 
and Rosa Parks, connecting her present with a glori-
ous and sometimes overlooked past.

Erika Martinez’ work features a flatness of space first 
espoused by Picasso. Her portrait paintings sport a vi-
brant palette that seems to blast the image off of any 
intended picture plane.

Michael Nuñez has only recently begun to create at 
NIAD Art Center.

Joseph Rux has only recently begun to create at NIAD 
Art Center.

Jonathan Valvidias prefers moody colors but goes 
multi-pigmented for the many images he says are 
self-portraits. The resulting narratives reflect his 
self-perception and emotional sensitivities as well as 
his mastery of acrylics.
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Billy White weaves stories through his figurative 
drawings and paintings, explaining that the narrative 
forms in his head while he is drawing. Often dredging 
up long forgotten gems of African American popular 
culture, White’s subjects range from film, television 
and art world celebrities and characters to hip hop 
artists and comedians; as well as imagined characters. 
He is represented exclusively by SHRINE in New York.
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Pomeroy Recreation & Rehabilitation 
Center
Through innovative programs, the Pomeroy Center 
provides a wide variety of supports and services for 
adults with developmental disabilities and traumatic 
and acquired brain injuries. Instructors from the City 
College of San Francisco (CCSF) teach the Expressive 
Arts program and cultivate a learning environment 
filled with a sense of wonder, investigation, excite-
ment, creative problem solving and magic.

Pomeroy Recreation & Rehabilitation Center
207 Skyline Blvd, San Francisco, CA 94132  
Telephone (415) 665-4100
https://www.prrcsf.org 

Dimitri Ferentinos is a fine artist who enjoys work-
ing in a various mediums. A self trained draughtsman 
who draws with the speed of lightning, he is an ex-
tremely independent, top-selling artist. 

Jason Monzon is a meticulous artist who is notable 
for his excellent craftsmanship in creating highly-de-
tailed, elegant landscapes and portraits with simpli-
fied line work and delicate washes of color. 
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Judy Shannon is a prolific, formally trained artist 
whose work is primarily figurative and spans a num-
ber of mediums. Her work evokes communication, 
love, and connection between human beings.
 
Harrison Walkowiak is an accomplished musician 
who started drawing as a young child using colored 
pencils and markers. He has embarked on an increas-
ingly successful artistic journey with his energetic art-
work. 
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	Dennis Billups
	Dennis Billups
	Dennis Billups
	 by Eric Boysaw 

	Pencil and watercolor, 16 x 20 inches, 2019
	Pencil and watercolor, 16 x 20 inches, 2019
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	Dennis Billups
	Dennis Billups
	 by Eric Boysaw
	 

	Creativity Explored 
	Creativity Explored 

	  
	  

	Dennis Billups is a blind disability rights and gentrifi
	Dennis Billups is a blind disability rights and gentrifi
	-
	cation activist. He was Chief Morale Officer in the 504 
	disability rights sit-in of 1977.

	Dennis on the 504 protest: “It was like an awaken
	Dennis on the 504 protest: “It was like an awaken
	-
	ing you know, a group of disabled persons had never 
	got together before in that large number to speak, 
	to talk, or to even protest anything. We would like 
	more a piece of the American Pie.”

	Dennis today: “I do believe advocacy for African 
	Dennis today: “I do believe advocacy for African 
	American disabled persons is still the number one 
	priority because there is not enough of it right now.”

	IMAGE: A confident drawing of the head and shoul
	IMAGE: A confident drawing of the head and shoul
	-
	ders of an African American man wearing dark glass
	-
	es. A vibrant lemon background contrasts with his 
	face and the flood of deep purple of his sweater.
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	Mary Lou Breslin
	Mary Lou Breslin
	, 

	portrait to come
	portrait to come
	 

	Mary Lou Breslin was a 504 protester and is a trail
	Mary Lou Breslin was a 504 protester and is a trail
	-
	blazer with physical disabilities who co-founded the 
	Disability Rights Education and Defense Fund and 
	worked on the ADA.

	Mary Lou: “The goal of the Disability movement is 
	Mary Lou: “The goal of the Disability movement is 
	that people have choice and opportunity. It doesn’t 
	mean that your life is easy or that it will be perfect 
	but that you will not be prevented because of your 
	Disability from participating and doing whatever 
	you want to do.”
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	Website: https://dredf.org
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	Figure
	Allie Cannington
	Allie Cannington
	Allie Cannington
	 by Curtis Simmons 

	Styrofoam print, 9 x 12 inches, 2019
	Styrofoam print, 9 x 12 inches, 2019
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	Allie Cannington
	Allie Cannington
	Allie Cannington
	 

	by Curtis Simmons
	by Curtis Simmons
	, Artful Steps

	 
	 

	Allie Cannington is a Queer, multiply disabled com
	Allie Cannington is a Queer, multiply disabled com
	-
	munity advocate, educator and youth development 
	specialist, who centers disabled youth who are Queer 
	and Trans, low/no income, and of color. 

	Nominator:
	Nominator:
	 
	“Allie is on the cutting edge of intersec
	-
	tionality and queer identity.” 

	ALLIE: “Disproportionately, disability is within com
	ALLIE: “Disproportionately, disability is within com
	-
	munities of color, and ... we are not acting in ways 
	that are anti-racist. And we, myself included, have a 
	responsibility to ensure that disabled leaders of col
	-
	or are given credit, as they have always been a part 
	of this movement; they’ve always been leading it. 
	Nothing about us without us: ... we need to say that 
	about other parts of our disability community, which 
	includes race, gender, sexuality, documentation sta
	-
	tus, immigrant status, class. The list goes on and on.”

	Twitter @AllieCannington
	Twitter @AllieCannington

	Instagram: @alliecan 
	Instagram: @alliecan 

	IMAGE: White ink on a black background. A complex 
	IMAGE: White ink on a black background. A complex 
	layer of energetic black lines on the left, which con
	-
	nect to a serene face on its side to the right.
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	Figure
	Lawrence Carter-Long
	Lawrence Carter-Long
	Lawrence Carter-Long
	 by Jonathan 
	Valdivias 
	Pencil and oil pastel, 16 x 29 inches, 2019


	Lawrence Carter-Long
	Lawrence Carter-Long
	Lawrence Carter-Long
	 

	by Jonathan Valdivias
	by Jonathan Valdivias
	, NIAD

	Lawrence Carter-Long is an award-winning artist, 
	Lawrence Carter-Long is an award-winning artist, 
	activist and media spokesman with cerebral palsy. He 
	started the #saytheword campaign and is Director of 
	Communications at Disability Rights Education and 
	Defense Fund (DREDF).

	Lawrence: "Dig a little deeper and the lesson is clear: 
	Lawrence: "Dig a little deeper and the lesson is clear: 
	Make something accessible and inclusive and every
	-
	body benefits, not just disabled people. Every single 
	time. That's an impressive track record ... But before 
	we can do that we've got to get real about both the 
	positives and the negatives that surround it. DIS
	-
	ABLED. #SayTheWord is an attempt to ... interject 
	a disability consciousness into everyday situations 
	that, thus far, too many have been able to ignore or 
	take for granted."

	Instagram: @#lawrencecarterlong  Twitter: @LCLong
	Instagram: @#lawrencecarterlong  Twitter: @LCLong

	Website: https://dredf.org
	Website: https://dredf.org

	IMAGE: Four small pencil drawings of a man in the
	IMAGE: Four small pencil drawings of a man in the
	 
	middle of white textured paper have varied expres
	-
	sions and colorful clothes. The man on the right raises 
	his arm from his wheelchair.


	Activism
	Activism
	Activism
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	Figure
	Haben Girma
	Haben Girma
	Haben Girma
	 
	by Ade Lewis 

	Watercolor, 12 x 16 inches, 2019
	Watercolor, 12 x 16 inches, 2019


	Haben Girma
	Haben Girma
	Haben Girma
	 by Ade Lewis
	, 

	Creativity Explored
	Creativity Explored

	Haben Girma is the first Deafblind person to gradu
	Haben Girma is the first Deafblind person to gradu
	-
	ate from Harvard Law School. An Obama Champion 
	of Change and “Forbes 30 Under 30” winner, she is an 
	activist lawyer, speaker and writer. 

	Haben: “We can choose to make our communities 
	Haben: “We can choose to make our communities 
	accessible. It’s in our power to provide access for ev
	-
	eryone. Those individuals who’ve had to move for
	-
	ward as pioneers are particularly well positioned to 
	help their communities, whether it’s as a lawyer or 
	as an advocate.”

	Website: https://habengirma.com   
	Website: https://habengirma.com   

	Ted Talk: https://youtu.be/Mvoj-ku8zk0
	Ted Talk: https://youtu.be/Mvoj-ku8zk0

	Twitter: @HabenGirma
	Twitter: @HabenGirma

	Instagram: @Habengirma
	Instagram: @Habengirma

	IMAGE: Painted with delicate strokes, a head and 
	IMAGE: Painted with delicate strokes, a head and 
	shoulders portrait of a confident woman with long 
	dark hair, a pearl necklace and blue dress. 
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	Nicole Harris
	Nicole Harris
	Nicole Harris
	 

	Portrait to come
	Portrait to come


	Activism
	Activism
	Activism


	Nicole Harris
	Nicole Harris
	Nicole Harris
	 
	portrait to come 

	 
	 

	Nicole Harris is a Blind, Beautiful and Badass disability 
	Nicole Harris is a Blind, Beautiful and Badass disability 
	activist, active on social media. 

	Nicole: “I am an unstoppable force! My goal, driven 
	Nicole: “I am an unstoppable force! My goal, driven 
	passion is to help others realize that changing their 
	choices will change their life!” 

	Instagram: @theknucklebeauty
	Instagram: @theknucklebeauty
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	Figure
	La Mesha Irizarry
	La Mesha Irizarry
	La Mesha Irizarry
	 by Fitu Petaia 

	Pen and colored pencil, 11 x 14 inches, 2019
	Pen and colored pencil, 11 x 14 inches, 2019


	La Mesha Irizarry
	La Mesha Irizarry
	La Mesha Irizarry
	 by Fitu Petaia
	, 
	ArtReach Studios

	La Mesha Irizarry is Co-Director of the Idriss Shel
	La Mesha Irizarry is Co-Director of the Idriss Shel
	-
	ley Foundation, providing services to families of color 
	whose loved ones have been killed or disabled by law 
	enforcement. 

	Nominator: “The Idriss Stelley Foundation has no 
	Nominator: “The Idriss Stelley Foundation has no 
	website, no funding, and isn’t registered as a non
	-
	profit. They run the whole thing out of Irizarry’s 
	one-bedroom apartment in Bayview-Hunters Point. 
	They’re about as grassroots as grassroots gets. And 
	they never stop working. The foundation has a 24-
	hour crisis hotline for victims of police brutality and 
	their families. … She supports victims of police vi
	-
	olence in her son’s name[…] La Mesha is an activist 
	powerhouse and teacher. […] She is a brilliant leader 
	in our community.”

	Website: 
	Website: 

	https://www.idealist.org/en/nonprofit/0ddfb
	https://www.idealist.org/en/nonprofit/0ddfb
	-
	cd862424b959b421db61a642e58-isf-idris-stel
	-
	ley-foundation-san-francisco

	IMAGE: A three quarter portrait of a woman of color 
	IMAGE: A three quarter portrait of a woman of color 
	wearing a bright green top, wearing elegant jewelry, 
	gazes to our right. Behind her a vibrant tropical back
	-
	ground with palm trees and a bright pink building.
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	Figure
	Adrienne Lauby
	Adrienne Lauby
	Adrienne Lauby
	 by Felicia Griffin
	 

	Letterpress print, pencil drawing, 16 x 20 inches, 2019
	Letterpress print, pencil drawing, 16 x 20 inches, 2019


	Activism
	Activism
	Activism
	 


	Adrienne Lauby
	Adrienne Lauby
	Adrienne Lauby
	 

	by Felicia Griffin
	by Felicia Griffin
	, NIAD

	Adrienne Lauby is a grass roots community activist 
	Adrienne Lauby is a grass roots community activist 
	and co-founder of <Pushing Limits>, the disability 
	rights program on KPFA radio (94.1). 

	Nominator: “Adrienne is able to blend in disability, 
	Nominator: “Adrienne is able to blend in disability, 
	race, class and gender when presenting program
	-
	ming about complex issues involving disability. She 
	sees the need to connect disability and homeless
	-
	ness in a concrete way when working on behalf of 
	homeless people.” 

	Website: https://kpfa.org/program/pushing-limits/
	Website: https://kpfa.org/program/pushing-limits/

	IMAGE: A small pencil drawing of a figure on paper 
	IMAGE: A small pencil drawing of a figure on paper 
	with relief printed chunky misaligned woodblock let
	-
	ters. At the top the word: “Adrienne” and at the bot
	-
	tom: “KPFA fm”
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	Figure
	Bonnie Lewkowicz
	Bonnie Lewkowicz
	Bonnie Lewkowicz
	 by Zachary 

	Umar-Durr,
	Umar-Durr,
	 
	Graphite, 11 x 14 inches, 2019


	Activism
	Activism
	Activism


	Bonnie Lewkowicz
	Bonnie Lewkowicz
	Bonnie Lewkowicz
	 

	by Zachary Umar-Durr
	by Zachary Umar-Durr
	, Artful Steps

	Bonnie Lewkowicz is a wheelchair user, disability 
	Bonnie Lewkowicz is a wheelchair user, disability 
	rights activist and co-founder of AXIS Dance Compa
	-
	ny. She leads two websites for adventurous and ac
	-
	cessible travel. 

	Nominator: “Most of her change making has been 
	Nominator: “Most of her change making has been 
	done behind the scenes through educating busi
	-
	nesses about customer service and accessibility and 
	holding them accountable to providing and increas
	-
	ing access. In 2009 she was involved in a precedent 
	setting ADA lawsuit against Hotels.com that ulti
	-
	mately resulted in the company including access 
	filters as part of their search function… In 2017 she 
	joined forces with Bay Area Outreach & Recreation 
	Program and in this new capacity she continues to 
	mostly volunteer ... to ensure that park and recre
	-
	ation ... improve access for people with disabilities.”

	Websites: http://www.wheelingcalscoast.org and 
	Websites: http://www.wheelingcalscoast.org and 
	http://accessnca.org

	IMAGE: Created with soft pencil tones, a white wom
	IMAGE: Created with soft pencil tones, a white wom
	-
	an in a power wheelchair has both arms stretching to 
	touch huge trees, with a 
	lush forest behind.
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	Figure
	Alex Locust
	Alex Locust
	Alex Locust
	 by Joseph “JD” Green
	 

	Graphite, 11 x 14 inches, 2019
	Graphite, 11 x 14 inches, 2019


	Activism
	Activism
	Activism
	 


	Alex Locust
	Alex Locust
	Alex Locust
	 by Joseph “JD” 
	Green
	, Creativity Explored

	Alex Locust is a proud, biracial glamputee spreading 
	Alex Locust is a proud, biracial glamputee spreading 
	the word about disability justice one workshop at a 
	time. 

	Nominator: “No one I have ever met has brought so 
	Nominator: “No one I have ever met has brought so 
	much (direly needed) passionate education about 
	accessibility, visibility and challenging spaces to be 
	more inclusive.”

	Nominator: “Alex has been doing amazing work in 
	Nominator: “Alex has been doing amazing work in 
	the disability justice community to educate peo
	-
	ple about ableism and its many intersectionalities. 
	Alex teaches people about micro-aggressions and 
	uses his own personal experiences to fight for better 
	and more accessible spaces and language. Alex does 
	PHENOMENAL trainings on disability justice.”

	Website: https://www.glamputee.com
	Website: https://www.glamputee.com

	IMAGE: A delicate pencil drawing of the head and 
	IMAGE: A delicate pencil drawing of the head and 
	shoulders of a young man with short tousled hair and 
	a moustache. His shirt is patterned with pink flamin
	-
	goes and he smiles broadly.
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	Figure
	Stacey Milbern
	Stacey Milbern
	Stacey Milbern
	 by Darrell Holmes 

	and Donna Kurtz
	and Donna Kurtz
	 

	Watercolor paint, pencil and marker pen, 
	Watercolor paint, pencil and marker pen, 

	11 x 14 inches, 2019
	11 x 14 inches, 2019
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	Stacey Milbern
	Stacey Milbern
	Stacey Milbern
	 by Darrell 
	Holmes and Donna Kurtz
	, 

	Artful Steps
	Artful Steps

	Stacey Milburn is a queer disabled, Korean-American 
	Stacey Milburn is a queer disabled, Korean-American 
	organizer and leader, and co-founder of the Disability 
	& Intersectionality Summit in the Bay Area.

	Nominator: “Stacey is someone who practices dis
	Nominator: “Stacey is someone who practices dis
	-
	ability justice everyday. She is a co-organizer of the 
	Disability & Intersectionality Summit Bay Area affili
	-
	ate event and has organized a number of workshops 
	and presentations around racial, social, and disabili
	-
	ty justice.”

	Twitter: @cripchick
	Twitter: @cripchick

	IMAGE: The head and shoulders of a young wom
	IMAGE: The head and shoulders of a young wom
	-
	an with short brown hair, bright green glasses and a 
	green and white horizontal striped top is drawn with 
	bold felt pens. She wears a small white trach device 
	around her neck.  
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	Figure
	Mia Mingus
	Mia Mingus
	Mia Mingus
	 by Lolita Triplette
	 

	Marker pens, 11 x 14 inches, 2019
	Marker pens, 11 x 14 inches, 2019


	Activism
	Activism
	Activism
	 


	Mia Mingus
	Mia Mingus
	Mia Mingus
	 by Lolita Triplette
	, 
	Artful Steps
	 

	Mia Mingus is a queer, physically disabled, Korean, 
	Mia Mingus is a queer, physically disabled, Korean, 
	transracial and transnational adoptee. She is a writer, 
	educator and community organizer for disability and 
	transformative justice. 

	Mia: “We resist ableism dividing us. I resist my dis
	Mia: “We resist ableism dividing us. I resist my dis
	-
	ability being pitted against your disability. We will 
	not be divided.

	Nominator: “She does amazing work on transfor
	Nominator: “She does amazing work on transfor
	-
	mative/disability justice and ending child sexual 
	abuse.”

	Website: http://www.leavingevidence.wordpress.com 
	Website: http://www.leavingevidence.wordpress.com 

	Twitter: @miamingus
	Twitter: @miamingus

	Instagram: mia.mingus
	Instagram: mia.mingus

	IMAGE: The head and shoulders of a smiling woman 
	IMAGE: The head and shoulders of a smiling woman 
	with turquoise dress and large oval, sun gold earrings. 
	She is surrounded by a design of small multi-colored 
	daisies.
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	Figure
	Leroy Moore
	Leroy Moore
	Leroy Moore
	 by Raven Harper
	 

	Pastel, 16 x 20 inches, 2019
	Pastel, 16 x 20 inches, 2019
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	Leroy Moore
	Leroy Moore
	Leroy Moore
	 by Raven Harper
	, 
	NIAD

	Leroy Moore is writer, poet, speaker, rapper, and ra
	Leroy Moore is writer, poet, speaker, rapper, and ra
	-
	dio host with cerebral palsy. He is a leading activist on 
	incarceration and police brutality against people with 
	disabilities. 

	Leroy: “The mission of the Krip-Hop Project is to get 
	Leroy: “The mission of the Krip-Hop Project is to get 
	the musical talents of hip-hop artists with disabili
	-
	ties into the hands of media outlets, educators, hip-
	hop, disabled and race scholars, youth, hip-hop con
	-
	ference coordinators, and agents, and to report the 
	latest news about musicians with disabilities.” 

	Website: https://kriphopnation.com
	Website: https://kriphopnation.com

	Twitter: @kriphopnation
	Twitter: @kriphopnation

	Instagram: @blackkrip
	Instagram: @blackkrip

	IMAGE: Created with charcoal and smudgy pastels, 
	IMAGE: Created with charcoal and smudgy pastels, 
	the head and shoulders of a confident African Amer
	-
	ican man in front of a window. The wall behind him is 
	decorated with a large red and yellow flower.
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	Figure
	Bruce Oka
	Bruce Oka
	Bruce Oka
	 by Harrison Walkowiak
	 

	Pen and watercolor, 11 x 15 inches, 2019
	Pen and watercolor, 11 x 15 inches, 2019


	Activism
	Activism
	Activism
	 


	Bruce Oka
	Bruce Oka
	Bruce Oka
	 

	by Harrison Walkowiak
	by Harrison Walkowiak
	, 

	Pomeroy Center
	Pomeroy Center

	 
	 

	Bruce Oka was a 504 protester and is a disability 
	Bruce Oka was a 504 protester and is a disability 
	rights activist elder with cerebral palsy. He worked 
	tirelessly to create accessible public transport in San 
	Francisco.

	Nominator: “Bruce Oka … was an active part of the 
	Nominator: “Bruce Oka … was an active part of the 
	1977 504 Occupation.  Bruce has been actively in
	-
	volved in various advocacy roles, including Mayor’s 
	Office on Disability, SFMTA Accessibility Advisory 
	Committee for Fixed Routes, SFMTA’s Paratransit 
	Committee, and mentoring young aspiring advo
	-
	cates.  Bruce’s rich experience as an activist in the 
	community and his commitment to inspiring the 
	next generation of activists in the disability com
	-
	munity set him apart from the rest.  His passion and 
	dedication are contagious, simply being around him 
	and hearing his stories will make you want to get in
	-
	volved, and he will be the first one there to make the 
	connection to make it happen!”

	IMAGE: An Asian American man with wire-rimmed 
	IMAGE: An Asian American man with wire-rimmed 
	glasses has a broad smile that is almost a laugh. His 
	hair is blue and the same color as his striped shirt. 
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	Figure
	Drago Renteria
	Drago Renteria
	Drago Renteria
	 by Camille Holvoet
	 

	Acrylic paint, 16 x 20 inches, 2019
	Acrylic paint, 16 x 20 inches, 2019
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	Drago Renteria
	Drago Renteria
	Drago Renteria
	 

	by Camille Holvoet
	by Camille Holvoet
	, Creativity Explored

	Drago Rentaria is a Deaf activist and Chicano trans
	Drago Rentaria is a Deaf activist and Chicano trans
	-
	man, LGBTQ/Social Justice activist, past director of 
	Deaf Gay and Lesbian Center and founder of Deaf 
	Queer Resource Center. 

	Drago: “Know that you are seen. Know that the 
	Drago: “Know that you are seen. Know that the 
	world is a more beautiful place with you in it. Know 
	that you are deeply loved.”

	WEBSITE: 
	WEBSITE: 
	https://www.deafqueer.org

	IMAGE: Created with confident painterly strokes, the 
	IMAGE: Created with confident painterly strokes, the 
	head and shoulders of a man with a brown beard and 
	moustache, black-rimmed glasses, black trilby hat, 
	dark blue shirt, patterned tie and dark waistcoat.
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	Figure
	Rebecca Williford
	Rebecca Williford
	Rebecca Williford
	 by Billy White
	 

	Pen and pastel, 16 x 20 inches, 2019
	Pen and pastel, 16 x 20 inches, 2019
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	Rebecca Williford
	Rebecca Williford
	Rebecca Williford
	 

	by Billy White, 
	by Billy White, 
	NIAD 

	Rebecca Williford is an accomplished lawyer who uses 
	Rebecca Williford is an accomplished lawyer who uses 
	a wheelchair. She works on disability rights cases with 
	national impact for Disability Rights Advocates in 
	Berkeley.

	Nominator: “As a person with a disability, she acts as 
	Nominator: “As a person with a disability, she acts as 
	an important role model for young, aspiring Disabil
	-
	ity Rights Advocates staff and attorneys who also 
	have disabilities. […] She has played an integral role 
	in many of DRA’s most important cases, which led 
	to Wal-Mart installing accessible card readers, AMC 
	having reliable access to audio description services, 
	Netflix and Hulu agreeing to add audio description 
	technology to much of their online and streaming 
	content. Actions against BART’s broken, out of ser
	-
	vice, or soiled elevators, is in ongoing negotiations, 
	working to make BART accessible for all.”

	Website: https://dralegal.org
	Website: https://dralegal.org

	Twitter: @WilliRebecca
	Twitter: @WilliRebecca

	IMAGE: The head and shoulders of a woman with 
	IMAGE: The head and shoulders of a woman with 
	shoulder-length black hair and red lips in outline 
	pen on bright, white paper. Billy White’s signature is 
	drawn with a large brush in the top left.
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	Figure
	Alice Wong
	Alice Wong
	Alice Wong
	 by Yang “Buurin” Yu-Zhen 
	Pencil, 16 x 20 inches, 2019


	Alice Wong
	Alice Wong
	Alice Wong
	 by Yang “Buurin” 
	Yu-Zhen, 
	Creativity Explored

	Alice Wong is a social media maven, disability activist, 
	Alice Wong is a social media maven, disability activist, 
	community catalyst, media maker and writer, origina
	-
	tor of the Disability Visibility Project. 

	Nominator: “Alice […] is leading the social media 
	Nominator: “Alice […] is leading the social media 
	revolution for people with disabilities and people 
	of color. Her DisabilityVisibility Podcast and Story
	-
	Corp interviews along with her twitter presence and 
	blogging on everything from voting to healthcare to 
	police violence to pop culture has elevated the di
	-
	alogue on inclusion and the intersection of People 
	with Disabilities, People of Color and social justice. 
	Her work in disability activism, especially in regards 
	to recent straw bans is unmatched.”

	Website: https://disabilityvisibilityproject.com
	Website: https://disabilityvisibilityproject.com

	Twitter @DisVisibility
	Twitter @DisVisibility

	Instagram: @disability_visibility
	Instagram: @disability_visibility

	Facebook: @DisabilityVisibilityPodcast
	Facebook: @DisabilityVisibilityPodcast

	IMAGE: A head and shoulders pencil drawing of an 
	IMAGE: A head and shoulders pencil drawing of an 
	Asian American woman wearing glasses taking a 
	sideways look at the viewer.
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	Figure
	Stanley Yarnell
	Stanley Yarnell
	Stanley Yarnell
	 by Tyrone Eric Johnson
	 
	Acrylic paint on canvas, 16 x 20 inches, 2019
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	Stanley Yarnell
	Stanley Yarnell
	Stanley Yarnell
	 

	by Tyrone Eric Johnson, 
	by Tyrone Eric Johnson, 

	ArtReach Studios
	ArtReach Studios

	Dr. Yarnell works to make museums more accessible 
	Dr. Yarnell works to make museums more accessible 
	and is a blind physician at St. Mary’s Medical Center in 
	San Francisco. 

	Stanley: “ … there need to be more people with visi
	Stanley: “ … there need to be more people with visi
	-
	ble disabilities in the health care professions, wheth
	-
	er they’re doctors or nurses, therapists, lab techs, 
	whatever… When other doctors work with a doc
	-
	tor with a disability … it helps them achieve a level 
	of comfort that they might not otherwise have… I 
	think that having a physician with a disability helps 
	the institution because physicians with a disability, 
	I think, look at policies and procedures of the insti
	-
	tution through the lens of disability. It helps the in
	-
	stitution think seriously about having more people 
	with visible disabilities there because of what they 
	bring to the table.”

	IMAGE: A monochrome painting in black and white 
	IMAGE: A monochrome painting in black and white 
	and shades of grey, of the head and shoulders of a 
	white man with short hair, and round glasses, wearing 
	a suit. He stands in front of abundant bookshelves.
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	Arts and Culture
	Arts and Culture
	Arts and Culture
	 


	Arts and Culture 
	Arts and Culture 
	Arts and Culture 

	The field of Disability Art is rich with artistic practices 
	The field of Disability Art is rich with artistic practices 
	and works that celebrate human differences and vul
	-
	nerabilities. Each of the Changemakers in this theme 
	is known for outstanding contributions to the arts 
	and for transforming outdated attitudes and limiting 
	views of disabled people and their lives. 

	As disability arts and culture continue to expand and 
	As disability arts and culture continue to expand and 
	evolve, disabled artists are staking a claim to their 
	own legitimate place in the public realm. 

	As artist and writer Neil Marcus has said “Disability is 
	As artist and writer Neil Marcus has said “Disability is 
	an art. It’s an ingenious way to live”
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	Figure
	Patty Berne
	Patty Berne
	Patty Berne
	 by Scott Kenney
	 

	Color pencils, 9 x 12 inches, 2019
	Color pencils, 9 x 12 inches, 2019


	Arts and Culture
	Arts and Culture
	Arts and Culture


	Patty Berne
	Patty Berne
	Patty Berne
	 by Scott Kenney
	, 

	Artful Steps 
	Artful Steps 
	 

	Patty Berne is a co-founder of Sins Invalid and a rad
	Patty Berne is a co-founder of Sins Invalid and a rad
	-
	ical crip artist/activist centering queer people of color 
	with disabilities within intersectionality and Disability 
	activism. 

	Patty: “You know it’s kind of ridiculous but I do think 
	Patty: “You know it’s kind of ridiculous but I do think 
	that oftentimes people with disabilities are seen 
	as The Other and Disability is seen as an individu
	-
	al tragedy. It’s not. Disability is a way of being. It is 
	an art. It’s a craft. What is oppressive are when sys
	-
	tems — human systems, social systems, political sys
	-
	tems — are organized to create violence against us, 
	to marginalize us. I am not oppressed by my body.”

	Website: https://www.sinsinvalid.org
	Website: https://www.sinsinvalid.org

	Instagram: @patty_berne
	Instagram: @patty_berne

	Instagram: @sinsinvalid 
	Instagram: @sinsinvalid 

	IMAGE: Created with energetic marks from muted col
	IMAGE: Created with energetic marks from muted col
	-
	or pencils, a woman with long dark hair, wearing grass 
	green pants smiles from her power wheelchair, and 
	raises her left hand.


	43
	43
	43


	Figure
	Owen Bragg
	Owen Bragg
	Owen Bragg
	 Self-Portrait

	Digital image, 2019
	Digital image, 2019


	Arts and Culture
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	Owen Bragg
	Owen Bragg
	Owen Bragg
	 Self-Portrait 

	Owen Bragg is an artist with autism. He has published 
	Owen Bragg is an artist with autism. He has published 
	five books and an animation film, and has his own 
	website and YouTube channel. 

	Owen’s blog: www.fizzletown.biz
	Owen’s blog: www.fizzletown.biz

	Owen’s YouTube: Owen’s World via Visions DP
	Owen’s YouTube: Owen’s World via Visions DP

	IMAGE: A white man with brown hair and big eye
	IMAGE: A white man with brown hair and big eye
	-
	brows wearing a blue t-shirt looks at us. Simple lines 
	define bold facial features and a strong jaw.
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	Figure
	Colin Eldred Cohen
	Colin Eldred Cohen
	Colin Eldred Cohen
	 by Musa Syme
	 

	Color pencils and felt pens, 11 x 14 inches, 2019
	Color pencils and felt pens, 11 x 14 inches, 2019
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	Colin Eldred Cohen
	Colin Eldred Cohen
	Colin Eldred Cohen
	 

	by Musa Syme
	by Musa Syme
	, ArtReach Studios 

	Colin Eldred Cohen is autistic and a storyteller and 
	Colin Eldred Cohen is autistic and a storyteller and 
	writer. He does readings at libraries and schools, and 
	leads a Dungeons and Dragons role-playing game at 
	the Rose Garden Library in San Jose. 

	Website: www.fishandcherries.com
	Website: www.fishandcherries.com

	YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/colincec/
	YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/colincec/

	Instagram: @cectheronin
	Instagram: @cectheronin

	IMAGE: A seated man with short dark hair is drawn 
	IMAGE: A seated man with short dark hair is drawn 
	with bold outlines. He holds a book and behind him 
	chunky words saying Colin Eldred shimmer in yellow 
	and green. 
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	Figure
	Anne Finger
	Anne Finger
	Anne Finger
	 by Erika Martinez
	 

	Watercolor, 16 x 20 inches, 2019
	Watercolor, 16 x 20 inches, 2019
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	Anne Finger
	Anne Finger
	Anne Finger
	 by Erika Martinez, 
	NIAD
	 

	Anne Finger is disability rights activist elder and uses 
	Anne Finger is disability rights activist elder and uses 
	a wheelchair. She is an accomplished, award-winning 
	writer and a fellow at the American Embassy in Berlin.

	Anne: “I think in times of crisis there’s a tendency to 
	Anne: “I think in times of crisis there’s a tendency to 
	shoehorn the confusion and noise of life, of history, 
	into a neat story. … We seize hold of a coherent nar
	-
	rative—the social model of disability, for instance—
	that is liberating in many ways, and allows us to 
	come together in ways we hadn’t ever before, but at 
	the same time [it] always excludes experience that 
	doesn’t fit in too neatly.”

	New York Times: /opinion/a-portrait-of-intimate-vi
	New York Times: /opinion/a-portrait-of-intimate-vi
	-
	olence.html

	Short Stories: Call Me Ahab
	Short Stories: Call Me Ahab

	New Book: A Woman in Bed
	New Book: A Woman in Bed

	Twitter: @Anne_Finger 
	Twitter: @Anne_Finger 

	IMAGE: A woman with a pale face and bold yellow 
	IMAGE: A woman with a pale face and bold yellow 
	arms sits at an orange table, on a completely orange 
	background. A black circle with a blue center hovers 
	beside her.
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	Figure
	Nina G.
	Nina G.
	Nina G.
	 by Sandra Littlejohn
	 

	Mixed media on canvas, 11 x 14 inches, 2019
	Mixed media on canvas, 11 x 14 inches, 2019
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	Nina G.
	Nina G.
	Nina G.
	 by Sandra Littlejohn
	, 

	Artful Steps
	Artful Steps
	  

	Nina G. is the San Francisco Bay Area’s favorite fe
	Nina G. is the San Francisco Bay Area’s favorite fe
	-
	male stuttering stand-up comedian (granted, she is 
	the only one). She is a disability activist, educator, and 
	children’s book author. 

	Nominator: “Nina has been breaking barriers in 
	Nominator: “Nina has been breaking barriers in 
	the comedy world, and at the same time, has been 
	a tireless advocate and activist for the community. 
	Nina is a true advocate and educator for the Stutter
	-
	ing Community. We are blessed to have her as one of 
	the faces of our community. She uses her comedy to 
	teach folk things they maybe would not be willing to 
	learn elsewhere.”

	Website: https://www.ninagcomedian.com
	Website: https://www.ninagcomedian.com

	Twitter: @ninagcomedian 
	Twitter: @ninagcomedian 

	Tedx Talk: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LLOk
	Tedx Talk: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LLOk
	-
	prmqbRM

	IMAGE: Drawn with bold shapes, a woman with long 
	IMAGE: Drawn with bold shapes, a woman with long 
	brown hair, wearing a bright green dress and with 
	bright red lips talks into a microphone, against a sky 
	blue background.
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	Figure
	Gabriela Hofmeyer
	Gabriela Hofmeyer
	Gabriela Hofmeyer
	 by Mireya Betances
	 
	Marker on paper, 20 x 16 inches, 2019


	Arts and Culture
	Arts and Culture
	Arts and Culture
	 


	Gabriela Hofmeyer
	Gabriela Hofmeyer
	Gabriela Hofmeyer
	 

	by Mireya Betances
	by Mireya Betances
	, NIAD 

	Gabriela Hofmeyer is a musician with CIDP (Chronic 
	Gabriela Hofmeyer is a musician with CIDP (Chronic 
	Inflammatory Demyelinating Polyneuropathy). She is 
	an advocate for those experiencing trauma. 

	Nominator: “She is a mother with a disability of 
	Nominator: “She is a mother with a disability of 
	two small children, recently honored by being in
	-
	vited to perform at Carnegie Hall […] with her Alma 
	Mater ensemble, Rensselaer Orchestra. Gabriela is 
	an advocate not only for the disabled and also for 
	women, she advocates for accessibility, science and 
	engineering education, music and the arts. She has 
	tirelessly advocated before US Congress for the Fam
	-
	ily Medical Leave Act, and in California for Disabled 
	Persons’ Rights, Fair Housing, and Humanitarian 
	Causes. … Gabriela has advocated for Disabled Per
	-
	sons Housing Rights, Access to Quality Healthcare 
	for the Elderly and Disabled, and Workplace Rights 
	for Women and Minorities since 1996.”

	IMAGE: A simple outline painting of a young woman 
	IMAGE: A simple outline painting of a young woman 
	with long hair, surrounded by white space.
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	Figure
	Antoine Hunter
	Antoine Hunter
	Antoine Hunter
	 by Joseph Rux
	 

	Colored pencil, 20 x 16 inches, 2019
	Colored pencil, 20 x 16 inches, 2019


	Arts and Culture
	Arts and Culture
	Arts and Culture
	 


	Antoine Hunter
	Antoine Hunter
	Antoine Hunter
	 by Joseph Rux
	, 
	NIAD
	 

	Antoine Hunter is a Deaf dancer, teacher, activist 
	Antoine Hunter is a Deaf dancer, teacher, activist 
	and advocate. He is the power behind the Urban Jazz 
	Dance Company and Bay Area International Deaf 
	Dance Festival. 

	Nominator: “He brings light, growth, and fulfillment 
	Nominator: “He brings light, growth, and fulfillment 
	to all who get the opportunity to enjoy his dancing.  
	His enthusiasm and creativity is contagious.  Also he 
	brings excitement and joy wherever he goes.”

	Nominator: “Mr Hunter is a Deaf Choreographer 
	Nominator: “Mr Hunter is a Deaf Choreographer 
	and dancer creating artworks, bringing important 
	themes of Audism, Racism, Sexism and more to the 
	stage and aiming to educate and inform how we as 
	society can improve.”

	Website: https://www.realurbanjazzdance.com
	Website: https://www.realurbanjazzdance.com

	Twitter: @thegreatdancer
	Twitter: @thegreatdancer

	Instagram: @thegreatdancerah
	Instagram: @thegreatdancerah

	IMAGE: A gentle colored pencil drawing of the head 
	IMAGE: A gentle colored pencil drawing of the head 
	and shoulders of an African American man, with a full 
	beard and a single dreadlock over his face. He signs 
	with his right hand close to his face.
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	Figure
	Vincent Jackson
	Vincent Jackson
	Vincent Jackson
	 Self-Portrait
	 

	Oil pastel, 20 x 16 inches, 2019
	Oil pastel, 20 x 16 inches, 2019


	Arts and Culture
	Arts and Culture
	Arts and Culture


	Vincent Jackson
	Vincent Jackson
	Vincent Jackson
	 Self-Portrait
	, 
	Creativity Explored

	Vincent Jackson is an artist with developmental dis
	Vincent Jackson is an artist with developmental dis
	-
	abilities known for large-scale oil pastels that renew 
	traditional African and Oceanic folk art imagery. 

	Vincent: “My faces are my way of telling a story 
	Vincent: “My faces are my way of telling a story 
	rather than writing.” 

	Nominator: “As an artist with developmental dis
	Nominator: “As an artist with developmental dis
	-
	abilities, Vincent has been making iconic work at 
	Creativity Explored for almost 30 years. His commit
	-
	ment to art and to opening up a dialogue between 
	African American iconography, disabilities and art is 
	remarkable.”

	Website: https://www.creativityexplored.org/artists/
	Website: https://www.creativityexplored.org/artists/
	vincent-jackson

	IMAGE: An African American man with white hair and 
	IMAGE: An African American man with white hair and 
	large eyes wears bright clothes against an orange 
	background. The pastel is applied with great energy 
	and confidence.
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	Figure
	Shana Jimenez
	Shana Jimenez
	Shana Jimenez
	 by Donald Gruneisen
	 

	Pen and ink wash 16 x 20 inches, 2019
	Pen and ink wash 16 x 20 inches, 2019


	Arts and Culture
	Arts and Culture
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	Shana Jimenez
	Shana Jimenez
	Shana Jimenez
	 

	by Donald Gruneisen
	by Donald Gruneisen
	, 

	Creativity Explored 
	Creativity Explored 

	Shana Jimenez is a passionate dancer and children’s 
	Shana Jimenez is a passionate dancer and children’s 
	dance teacher who has Downs Syndrome. 

	 
	 

	Nominator: “Shana has a big heart for serving her 
	Nominator: “Shana has a big heart for serving her 
	peers and others in the community. She is active in 
	her church by handing out bulletins and greeting 
	everyone who comes through the door. She is also a 
	host to a small group that meets at her house week
	-
	ly. She is most at home on the dance floor and has 
	been developing her skills for more than 15 years! 
	She loves to instruct children’s dance classes when 
	she’s not taking classes herself at City College. Shana 
	loves to encourage people through dance.”

	IMAGE: A black ink and grey wash drawing of a young 
	IMAGE: A black ink and grey wash drawing of a young 
	woman wearing a fashionable jacket, and decorated 
	top has her right hand confidently raised straight up.


	59
	59
	59


	Figure
	Neil Marcus
	Neil Marcus
	Neil Marcus
	 by Joseph Rux
	 

	Color pencil, 20 x 16 inches, 2019
	Color pencil, 20 x 16 inches, 2019


	Arts and Culture
	Arts and Culture
	Arts and Culture
	 


	Neil Marcus
	Neil Marcus
	Neil Marcus
	 by Joseph Rux
	, NIAD

	Neil Marcus is a physically disabled actor, artist, writer 
	Neil Marcus is a physically disabled actor, artist, writer 
	and activist with a long award-winning career in the 
	Bay Area.

	Neil: “Disability is not a brave struggle or ‘courage in 
	Neil: “Disability is not a brave struggle or ‘courage in 
	the face of adversity.’ Disability is an art. It’s an inge
	-
	nious way to live.” 

	Nominator: “Marcus has made beautiful dance and 
	Nominator: “Marcus has made beautiful dance and 
	theater in the Bay Area for decades. He is a Bay Area 
	treasure, … very important to the arts …and the dis
	-
	ability community. He’s been an active member of 
	the disability rights and art communities in the Bay 
	Area since 1980, and his work, using a wide range of 
	media, has been important for both communities.”

	Website: https://www.neilmarcus.com
	Website: https://www.neilmarcus.com

	IMAGE: A drawing with colored pencils on paper. 
	IMAGE: A drawing with colored pencils on paper. 
	Against a pale blue background a man in yellow pants 
	riding a power wheelchair is surrounded on either side 
	by a network of plants. 
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	Figure
	Jonathan Murphy and James Sullivan
	Jonathan Murphy and James Sullivan
	Jonathan Murphy and James Sullivan
	 
	by Yukari Sakura and Chris Rosales
	 

	Acrylic paint on canvas, 20 x 16 inches, 2019
	Acrylic paint on canvas, 20 x 16 inches, 2019


	Arts and Culture
	Arts and Culture
	Arts and Culture
	 


	Jonathan Murphy and James 
	Jonathan Murphy and James 
	Jonathan Murphy and James 
	Sullivan
	 by Yukari Sakura and 
	Chris Rosales
	, ArtReach Studios

	Jonathan Murphy is a professional voice actor and 
	Jonathan Murphy is a professional voice actor and 
	James Sullivan is a filmmaker. Both are autistic and 
	together create Bluebee TeeVee: videos educating 
	young children about autism. 

	Nominator: “Jonathan and James create comics that 
	Nominator: “Jonathan and James create comics that 
	are centered on the themes of bullying awareness, 
	self-acceptance, peer-acceptance, and understand
	-
	ing autism and Asperger’s Syndrome.”
	 

	Website: https://geekclubbooks.com/bluebee-tee
	Website: https://geekclubbooks.com/bluebee-tee
	-
	vee-autism-information-station/ 

	IMAGE: A double portrait of two white men on a lap
	IMAGE: A double portrait of two white men on a lap
	-
	top screen created with shiny acrylic paint. One man 
	holds a hand puppet. A toy zebra sits on the left of the 
	keyboard and on the right is a toy rabbit.
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	Figure
	Corbett O’Toole
	Corbett O’Toole
	Corbett O’Toole
	 by Ranjit Dhillon
	 

	Acrylic paint on canvas board, 11 x 14 inches, 2019
	Acrylic paint on canvas board, 11 x 14 inches, 2019


	Arts and Culture
	Arts and Culture
	Arts and Culture


	Corbett O’Toole
	Corbett O’Toole
	Corbett O’Toole
	 

	by Ranjit Dhillon
	by Ranjit Dhillon
	, Artful Steps

	Corbett OToole was a 504 protester and is a queer 
	Corbett OToole was a 504 protester and is a queer 
	disabled elder, artist, community organizer, activist, 
	writer, speaker, publisher and mentor. 

	Nominator: “Her book “My Fading Scars” was an in
	Nominator: “Her book “My Fading Scars” was an in
	-
	credible model for how to write accessibly.”

	Nominator: “Many people know Corbett as an in
	Nominator: “Many people know Corbett as an in
	-
	credible activist but she is also an amazing and very 
	powerful artist. If you saw her work at the San Fran
	-
	cisco Art Institute you will know how deep her work 
	goes and how she is always pushing deeper and 
	deeper for more meaning.”

	Website: https://www.reclapress.com
	Website: https://www.reclapress.com

	Twitter: @CorbettOToole
	Twitter: @CorbettOToole

	IMAGE: A bold painting of the head and shoulders of a 
	IMAGE: A bold painting of the head and shoulders of a 
	smiling white woman with short brown hair, a pair of 
	glasses on her head, a bright blue top, and a string of 
	beads. 
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	Figure
	Maia Scott
	Maia Scott
	Maia Scott
	 by Nancy Chisholm
	 

	Acrylic paint on canvas, 11 x 14 inches, 2019
	Acrylic paint on canvas, 11 x 14 inches, 2019
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	Maia Scott
	Maia Scott
	Maia Scott
	 by Nancy Chisholm
	, 
	ArtReach Studios
	  

	Maia Scott is a blind performance artist, labyrinth fa
	Maia Scott is a blind performance artist, labyrinth fa
	-
	cilitator, massage therapist, and educator. She teaches 
	accessible theater and art at City College in SF.

	Nominator: “Maia is a woman who is blind and has 
	Nominator: “Maia is a woman who is blind and has 
	used this disability to help others with differences to 
	realize their abilities. […] Currently, Maia is writing 
	a book that includes tactile labyrinths that will soon 
	be published by the Printing House for The Blind. 
	She is an extraordinary woman of compassion who 
	has made it her life work to ensure all people are 
	treated with dignity. … Maia is just the type of indi
	-
	vidual who deserves the title ‘Changemaker’.”

	IMAGE: A woman with long brown hair uses her elbow 
	IMAGE: A woman with long brown hair uses her elbow 
	to massage a Labrador dog lying on a table. The por
	-
	trait has fine detail to suggest texture and depth.
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	Figure
	Judith Smith
	Judith Smith
	Judith Smith
	 by Jackie Riley 

	Mixed media, 9 x 12 inches, 2019
	Mixed media, 9 x 12 inches, 2019


	Arts and Culture
	Arts and Culture
	Arts and Culture
	 


	Judith Smith
	Judith Smith
	Judith Smith
	 by Jackie Riley

	Artful Steps
	Artful Steps
	 

	Judith Smith created a new paradigm for physical
	Judith Smith created a new paradigm for physical
	-
	ly integrated dance. She uses a wheelchair and is a 
	founding member of AXIS Dance Company, serving as 
	Artistic Director for 20 years.

	Nominator: “Her vision and passion helped to po
	Nominator: “Her vision and passion helped to po
	-
	sition AXIS as one of the world’s driving forces in 
	physically integrated dance (dancers with and with
	-
	out disabilities). … Her advocacy and equity work led 
	to the first-ever National Convening on the Future 
	of Physically Integrated Dance in the USA, followed 
	by six regional town halls throughout the country in 
	2016. … She has been instrumental in the creation of 
	the Dance/USA Disability and Dance Affinity Group 
	and serves as co-chair.”

	Website: http://www.axisdance.org
	Website: http://www.axisdance.org

	IMAGE: A woman with bright clothing and long hair 
	IMAGE: A woman with bright clothing and long hair 
	contrasts with an abstract background of rectangles. 
	Subtle highlights in glitter catch the light.
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	Figure
	DeMian Williams 
	DeMian Williams 
	DeMian Williams 
	(Serena Jackson) by 
	Paul Pulizzano
	 
	Mixed media, 9 x 12 inches, 2019


	Arts and Culture
	Arts and Culture
	Arts and Culture
	 


	DeMian Williams 
	DeMian Williams 
	DeMian Williams 
	(Serena Jackson) 
	by Paul Pulizzano
	, Creativity Explored

	DeMian Williams is a passionate drag performer with 
	DeMian Williams is a passionate drag performer with 
	Asperger’s who performs as Serena Jackson at Access 
	Happy Hour, Linty’s community drag show, party, and 
	fundraiser for AccessSFUSD: The Arc. Monthly shows 
	every Fourth Friday at SF Oasis, 5:00-7:00. 

	IMAGE: An African American man with make-up 
	IMAGE: An African American man with make-up 
	wears glamorous, glittery stage clothes and stands on 
	a pink stage with arms outstretched.

	IMAGE: Group photo of the Happy Hour Crew and AccessS
	IMAGE: Group photo of the Happy Hour Crew and AccessS
	-
	FUSD: The Arc in bright drag wigs and make-up. Left top: 
	Bianca Hintermann, Jen Kabbabe, Linty (Linden Cady), Sara 
	Sandoval, Heidi Seretan, Paul Ballard. Bottom Left: Brian 
	Deng, Serena Jackson (DeMian Williams), Tommy Leung, 

	Eduardo Ulloa, Armando Sanchez, Tony Wong, Koichi Koji, 
	Eduardo Ulloa, Armando Sanchez, Tony Wong, Koichi Koji, 
	and Kacey Chui.

	Website: https://www.facebook.com/accesshappyhoursf/
	Website: https://www.facebook.com/accesshappyhoursf/
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	Business
	Business
	Business


	Business 
	Business 
	Business 

	Businesses owned and run by people with disabilities 
	Businesses owned and run by people with disabilities 
	are not common nor do we find many disabled people 
	at the highest level of government and commerce, or 
	as entrepreneurs and start-up founders. 

	The Changemakers in the Business theme are all lead
	The Changemakers in the Business theme are all lead
	-
	ing by example, and creating employment and oppor
	-
	tunities for others as they go. 

	Dive into their stories and explore their approaches 
	Dive into their stories and explore their approaches 
	and strategy to keep making change in their field. 
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	Figure
	Kathy Martinez
	Kathy Martinez
	Kathy Martinez
	 by Javier Morales
	 

	Mixed media, 11 x 14 inches, 2019
	Mixed media, 11 x 14 inches, 2019
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	Kathy Martinez
	Kathy Martinez
	Kathy Martinez
	 

	by Javier Morales
	by Javier Morales
	, ArtReach Studios 

	Kathy Martinez is a blind Latina and was Obama’s As
	Kathy Martinez is a blind Latina and was Obama’s As
	-
	sistant Secretary, Office of Disability Employment Pol
	-
	icy. She now leads Disability and Accessibility Services 
	at Wells Fargo. 

	Kathy: “There is still a lot of shame associated with 
	Kathy: “There is still a lot of shame associated with 
	disabilities. The only way to change that is to make 
	us part of a company’s standard operating practice.“

	On youtube: https://www.youtube.com/
	On youtube: https://www.youtube.com/
	watch?v=gvopHHh3QHM 

	Website: https://www.wellsfargo.com/about/diversity/
	Website: https://www.wellsfargo.com/about/diversity/
	accessibility/ 

	IMAGE: A highly textured head and shoulders of a 
	IMAGE: A highly textured head and shoulders of a 
	woman with dark hair, red lips and bold bronze jewel
	-
	ry. Braille at the bottom for the name Kathy Martinez. 
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	Figure
	Melody and Russ Stein 
	Melody and Russ Stein 
	Melody and Russ Stein 

	by Laron Bickerstaff
	by Laron Bickerstaff
	 

	Oil pastel, 16 x 20 inches, 2019
	Oil pastel, 16 x 20 inches, 2019


	Business
	Business
	Business


	Melody and Russ Stein 
	Melody and Russ Stein 
	Melody and Russ Stein 

	by Laron Bickerstaff
	by Laron Bickerstaff
	,  

	Creativity Explored
	Creativity Explored
	 

	Melody and Russ Stein are Deaf entrepreneurs, activ
	Melody and Russ Stein are Deaf entrepreneurs, activ
	-
	ists and co-founders of Mozzeria, a pizzeria owned 
	and operated by Deaf people. 

	Nominator: “The Steins were turned down for busi
	Nominator: “The Steins were turned down for busi
	-
	ness loans by a line of banks that didn’t want to 
	take a risk on a pair of unproven deaf business own
	-
	ers. They also had to cope with additional frustra
	-
	tions, such as City inspectors arriving without the 
	sign-language interpreters Melody had requested. 
	… all of the 15 employees are deaf and know ASL. 
	From 2016, their mobile pizza truck has become a 
	regular fixture at outdoor festivals and street food 
	events.” 

	Website: http://www.mozzeria.com
	Website: http://www.mozzeria.com

	Instagram: @mozzeriasf
	Instagram: @mozzeriasf

	Twitter: @MozzeriaSF
	Twitter: @MozzeriaSF

	IMAGE: Two people drawn with bold colors and simple 
	IMAGE: Two people drawn with bold colors and simple 
	shapes have the word Mozzeria written across their 
	aprons. The background of irregular squares of vi
	-
	brant colors resembles a patchwork quilt.
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	Figure
	Tiffany Yu
	Tiffany Yu
	Tiffany Yu
	 by Yukari Sakura
	 

	Pencil, 16 x 20 inches, 2019
	Pencil, 16 x 20 inches, 2019
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	Tiffany Yu
	Tiffany Yu
	Tiffany Yu
	 by Yukari Sakura
	, 

	Creativity Explored
	Creativity Explored
	 

	Tiffany Yu is a public speaker, social impact entre
	Tiffany Yu is a public speaker, social impact entre
	-
	preneur, and diversity and inclusion champion. She 
	founded Diversability and the Disability Chapter of 
	the Awesome Foundation. 

	Nominator: “She builds a community to help Dis
	Nominator: “She builds a community to help Dis
	-
	ability people. Tiffany is an outspoken leader and 
	role model for Disability justice. She is relentlessly 
	committed to making the Bay Area (and the world) 
	a better place through her advocacy, public speak
	-
	ing, activism and friendship. She founded the social 
	enterprise Diversability which works to elevate the 
	voices and build social capital in disability, and has 
	led workshops for the disability community, served 
	as a mentor, helped with planning the new Disability 
	Cultural Center, and funded micro-grants for disabil
	-
	ity projects. Her energy and passion are inspiring.”

	Website: http://tiffanyyu.com
	Website: http://tiffanyyu.com

	IMAGE: A detailed pencil drawing of the head and 
	IMAGE: A detailed pencil drawing of the head and 
	shoulders of a young Asian American woman with 
	shoulder length hair and a beaming smile.
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	Education
	Education
	Education


	Education 
	Education 
	Education 

	Educators invest so much of themselves in the poten
	Educators invest so much of themselves in the poten
	-
	tial and promise of others. 

	They know that each person they teach or mentor can 
	They know that each person they teach or mentor can 
	have a big impact on others and on society at large. 

	Their valuable work often goes unnoticed and under
	Their valuable work often goes unnoticed and under
	-
	mined by the larger forces of change. Each disabled 
	educator nominated here is making a unique con
	-
	tribution to their students and peers. Find out what 
	they’re up to and how their work is reaching people 
	far and wide.  
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	Figure
	Stephanie Faso
	Stephanie Faso
	Stephanie Faso
	 (two views) 

	by Jason Monzon
	by Jason Monzon
	 

	Felt pen and watercolor, 11 x 15 inches, 2019
	Felt pen and watercolor, 11 x 15 inches, 2019


	Education
	Education
	Education


	Stephanie Faso (two views)
	Stephanie Faso (two views)
	Stephanie Faso (two views)
	 

	by Jason Monzon
	by Jason Monzon
	, Pomeroy Center

	Stephanie Faso has severe cerebral palsy and is a 
	Stephanie Faso has severe cerebral palsy and is a 
	grad student. She mentors students who also use 
	speech-generating devices. Her writing educates oth
	-
	ers about cultural attitudes toward disability. 

	Nominator: “What I love about Stephanie is her nat
	Nominator: “What I love about Stephanie is her nat
	-
	ural way of engaging people. It looks effortless, but 
	I know she is always thinking about how she can 
	encourage someone to speak to her. She gets lots of 
	practice mentoring others.”

	IMAGE: Two stacked portraits of the same smiling 
	IMAGE: Two stacked portraits of the same smiling 
	white woman fit together and use bold flat shapes 
	and strong colors. She uses a power wheelchair with 
	headrest. 
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	Figure
	Whitley Gilbert 
	Whitley Gilbert 
	Whitley Gilbert 
	by Chris Carr
	 

	Digital file, 2019
	Digital file, 2019


	Education
	Education
	Education


	Whitley Gilbert 
	Whitley Gilbert 
	Whitley Gilbert 
	by Chris Carr
	, 

	Artful Steps
	Artful Steps
	 

	Whitley Gilbert is an educator at Oakland High School, 
	Whitley Gilbert is an educator at Oakland High School, 
	where she is a role model for her students as a queer 
	woman of color with a disability and lead teacher in 
	her classroom. 

	IMAGE: The artist worked over a photograph to create 
	IMAGE: The artist worked over a photograph to create 
	a three quarter profile of a woman in sunglasses with 
	a broad smile with contrasting colors. Her clothing 
	has a golden shimmer, her hair is bright orange and 
	the background is matt green. 
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	Figure
	Karen Nakamura
	Karen Nakamura
	Karen Nakamura
	 by Deatra Colbert
	 

	Color pencil, 20 x 16 inches, 2019
	Color pencil, 20 x 16 inches, 2019
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	Education


	Karen Nakamura
	Karen Nakamura
	Karen Nakamura
	 

	by Deatra Colbert
	by Deatra Colbert
	, NIAD  

	Professor Nakamura is an influential author, filmmak
	Professor Nakamura is an influential author, filmmak
	-
	er, and Chair of Disability Studies and Professor of An
	-
	thropology at UC Berkeley. 

	Nominator: “She grapples practically and creative
	Nominator: “She grapples practically and creative
	-
	ly, as a disabled academic and artist, with many in
	-
	tersections–disability and transgender; disability 
	and race; disability in different national contexts; 
	disability and deaf culture. She has created new 
	perspectives on a range of disability issues (includ
	-
	ing psych disability in her amazing book and film on 
	independent living and schizophrenia in Japan), her 
	films on disability are subtle and inventive. She leads 
	disability studies at UC Berkeley and she’s bringing a 
	critical and inventive approach to prosthetics, tech
	-
	nology, and disability maker culture.”

	Website: https://haasinstitute.berkeley.edu/kar
	Website: https://haasinstitute.berkeley.edu/kar
	-
	en-nakamura 

	IMAGE: A head and shoulders of a woman with a large 
	IMAGE: A head and shoulders of a woman with a large 
	face and short hair has her right hand raised. A small 
	sun with fringes to her left warms everything in the 
	surrounding area 
	underneath.  
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	Figure
	Francis Refan Phiri
	Francis Refan Phiri
	Francis Refan Phiri
	 by Karen Ridge
	 

	Mixed media, 11 x 15 inches, 2019
	Mixed media, 11 x 15 inches, 2019


	Education
	Education
	Education


	Francis Refan Phiri
	Francis Refan Phiri
	Francis Refan Phiri
	 

	by Karen Ridge
	by Karen Ridge
	, Artful Steps

	Francis Phiri was born in Zambia, and lost his hearing 
	Francis Phiri was born in Zambia, and lost his hearing 
	at 12. He started a non-profit, and is an ASL teacher 
	and organizer for Deaf Night Out and ASL Meet-ups.

	Nominator: “Francis is an advocate for early edu
	Nominator: “Francis is an advocate for early edu
	-
	cational opportunities for deaf children and their 
	families, both here in the Bay Area and in his home 
	country of Zambia. […] He teaches American Sign 
	Language classes at DCARA (Deaf Counseling, Ad
	-
	vocacy & Referral Agency in San Leandro). [He] also 
	started a foundation in Zambia, called “Give Back to 
	the Community, Zambia” where he works with the 
	government and NGO’s to promote early education 
	and communication, for children and their families ... 
	Francis is a dynamic, positive person who is involved 
	as an advocate and teacher … He has had a great im
	-
	pact on my family’s all-encompassing approach to 
	deafness.”

	Website: www.gbczambia.org 
	Website: www.gbczambia.org 

	IMAGE: A smiling African American man with very 
	IMAGE: A smiling African American man with very 
	short hair and a neat moustache signs and smiles. The 
	blue background is almost the same color as his green 
	shirt and draws attention to his face and hand. 
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	Leadership
	Leadership
	Leadership


	Leadership 
	Leadership 
	Leadership 

	What makes a good leader? What are the qualities 
	What makes a good leader? What are the qualities 
	that others respond to and follow? 

	Being a leader is never an easy role and leaders often 
	Being a leader is never an easy role and leaders often 
	face challenges that would stop many of us. 

	The Changemakers in the Leadership theme are 
	The Changemakers in the Leadership theme are 
	known as pace setters and powerful individuals by 
	their peers in the disability community. They may be 
	the director of a large organization, or perhaps they 
	are modeling an example of leadership for others. 

	Who are these these influential disabled people and 
	Who are these these influential disabled people and 
	how are they leading in their Bay Area communities?
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	Figure
	Nicole Bohn
	Nicole Bohn
	Nicole Bohn
	 by Gerald Wiggins

	Pencil, 16 x 20 inches, 2019
	Pencil, 16 x 20 inches, 2019


	Leadership
	Leadership
	Leadership


	Nicole Bohn
	Nicole Bohn
	Nicole Bohn
	 by Gerald Wiggins
	, 

	Creativity Explored
	Creativity Explored

	Nicole Bohn is a leader with physical disabilities, an 
	Nicole Bohn is a leader with physical disabilities, an 
	activist and organizer, and Director of the San Francis
	-
	co Mayor’s Office on Disability. 

	Nominator: “Nicole Bohn has the understanding and 
	Nominator: “Nicole Bohn has the understanding and 
	commitment to disability rights and culture to create 
	meaningful change.”

	Website: https://sfgov.org/mod/ 
	Website: https://sfgov.org/mod/ 

	IMAGE: A delicate pencil drawing of a smiling white 
	IMAGE: A delicate pencil drawing of a smiling white 
	woman, with short hair in a power wheelchair looks 
	ahead. The smudgy background creates a pale aura 
	around her. 
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	Figure
	Nikki Brown-Booker
	Nikki Brown-Booker
	Nikki Brown-Booker
	 by Tracey Johnson
	 
	Acrylic paint on canvas board, 11 x 14 inches, 2019
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	Leadership
	Leadership


	Nikki Brown-Booker
	Nikki Brown-Booker
	Nikki Brown-Booker
	 

	by Tracey Johnson
	by Tracey Johnson
	, Artful Steps 

	Nikki Brown-Booker has physical disabilities and is 
	Nikki Brown-Booker has physical disabilities and is 
	a fierce disability rights advocate. She is ED of Easy 
	Does It Services and a leader/supporter of Hand in 
	Hand, the Domestic Employers’ Network.

	Nikki: “I can use my voice to fight for a world where 
	Nikki: “I can use my voice to fight for a world where 
	everyone has respect and dignity. … I believe in our 
	… power to create real and lasting positive change 
	for generations to come. Love is louder when every
	-
	one treats each other with respect and dignity.”

	Websites: https://www.easydoesitservices.org  and 
	Websites: https://www.easydoesitservices.org  and 
	http://domesticemployers.org

	IMAGE: A smiling African American woman with 
	IMAGE: A smiling African American woman with 
	glasses in a bright blue power wheelchair and pale top 
	looks directly at us. The shapes are bold and painterly. 
	Behind is a luscious garden with pink flowers. 
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	Figure
	Samuel Franco
	Samuel Franco
	Samuel Franco
	 by Michael Broadhurst
	 
	Felt pens, 11 x 14 inches, 2019
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	Samuel Franco
	Samuel Franco
	Samuel Franco
	 by Michael 
	Broadhurst
	, ArtReach Studios

	Sam Franco has cognitive disabilities and works as a 
	Sam Franco has cognitive disabilities and works as a 
	film editor. He serves on Gatepath’s Program Commit
	-
	tee and volunteers at Habitat for Humanity and Sec
	-
	ond Harvest Food Bank.

	Sam: “It inspires me to think that people today 
	Sam: “It inspires me to think that people today 
	are fighting for justice and equality in the world, 
	like superheroes from 80’s and 90’s action mov
	-
	ies! But, instead of using violence and physical force 
	they use other tools. They use pen, paper, and their 
	thoughts.”

	IMAGE: The head and shoulders of a smiling man 
	IMAGE: The head and shoulders of a smiling man 
	wearing an eye mask and a striped shirt in cartoon 
	style. On either side emblems for Spiderman, Ironman, 
	Captain America, Wolverine, Hulk, The Thing, Thor and 
	Batman.
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	Figure
	Elizabeth Grigsby
	Elizabeth Grigsby
	Elizabeth Grigsby
	 by Daniel Green
	 

	Pen and watercolor on board, 8 x 10 inches, 2019
	Pen and watercolor on board, 8 x 10 inches, 2019
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	Elizabeth Grigsby
	Elizabeth Grigsby
	Elizabeth Grigsby
	 

	by Daniel Green
	by Daniel Green
	, Creativity Explored

	Elizabeth Grigsby works for the Golden Gate Region
	Elizabeth Grigsby works for the Golden Gate Region
	-
	al Center and serves on the Mayor’s Disability Council 
	advocating for people with disabilities. 

	Nominator: “Liz has been working for the Golden 
	Nominator: “Liz has been working for the Golden 
	Gate Regional Center as a Consumer Rights Advo
	-
	cate since 1995. Her philosophy is unique and inspir
	-
	ing: she strives to look at the individual served as a 
	whole person. Their Disability comes second. She is 
	all about helping Regional Center clients find and 
	use their voice to determine how they want their life 
	to be – not how somebody else wants it to be.”

	IMAGE: Words in the top left corner: Elizabeth Grigs
	IMAGE: Words in the top left corner: Elizabeth Grigs
	-
	by Picture Taking. IMAGE: Three portraits of an African 
	American woman drawn in black pen on cardboard, 
	with added highlights on her clothes. The spaces be
	-
	tween the portraits are filled with lists of dates
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	Figure
	Jeff Harrington
	Jeff Harrington
	Jeff Harrington
	 by Jonathan Valdivias
	 
	Acrylic paint on paper, 16 x 20 inches, 2019
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	Jeff Harrington
	Jeff Harrington
	Jeff Harrington
	 

	by Jonathan Valdivias
	by Jonathan Valdivias
	, NIAD 

	Jeff Harrington is CEO at the Earle Baum Center 
	Jeff Harrington is CEO at the Earle Baum Center 
	of the Blind. As Director of Technology he teaches 
	people with sight loss to use technology.

	Nominator: “Jeff is blind and is the current interim 
	Nominator: “Jeff is blind and is the current interim 
	CEO at the Earle Baum Center of the Blind.  Jeff is 
	also the Director of Technology and leads a team 
	of instructors, including himself, in teaching peo
	-
	ple with all degrees of sight loss to use technology 
	to enhance their lives.”

	Website: http://www.earlebaum.org
	Website: http://www.earlebaum.org

	IMAGE: A smiling man stands next to a large brown 
	IMAGE: A smiling man stands next to a large brown 
	shape that could be a desk. The man is drawn in 
	simple outlines with a large paintbrush. Oval blobs 
	of green are added to his pants and the back
	-
	ground with a spray. A glowing orange blob sur
	-
	rounds his head and shoulders, and paint from the 
	blobs drips to the bottom of the paper.
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	Figure
	Jessica Lehman
	Jessica Lehman
	Jessica Lehman
	 by Lisa Lyons
	 

	Acrylic paint, 16 x 20 inches, 2019
	Acrylic paint, 16 x 20 inches, 2019
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	Jessica Lehman
	Jessica Lehman
	Jessica Lehman
	 by Lisa Lyons
	, 
	Artful Steps
	  

	Jessica Lehman is the Executive Director of Senior Dis
	Jessica Lehman is the Executive Director of Senior Dis
	-
	ability Action Network and a longtime organizer for 
	economic justice issues, against racism and ableism.

	Nominator: “She is a tireless activist for the rights of 
	Nominator: “She is a tireless activist for the rights of 
	people with disabilities, seniors and really all mar
	-
	ginalized people in the Bay Area.  What impresses 
	me most is that she understands when direct action 
	is necessary but also when educating and testifying 
	to lawmakers would be a better approach.  She is 
	both visionary and has a practical eye.”

	Nominator: “Jessica is the Executive Director of Se
	Nominator: “Jessica is the Executive Director of Se
	-
	nior Disability Action Network and has been a long
	-
	time organizer in the Bay Area for social justice. She 
	tirelessly works on housing and economic justice 
	issues, and against racism and ableism.”

	Website:  https://sdaction.org
	Website:  https://sdaction.org

	IMAGE: A head and shoulders painting of a white 
	IMAGE: A head and shoulders painting of a white 
	woman against a yellow background, using a light 
	touch and light washes of paint. She has long brown 
	hair, blue eyes and red lips.
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	Figure
	Sergeant (Ret.) Michael Sullivan
	Sergeant (Ret.) Michael Sullivan
	Sergeant (Ret.) Michael Sullivan
	 by 
	Dimitri Ferentinos
	 

	Pen, crayon and watercolor, 11 x 15 inches, 2019
	Pen, crayon and watercolor, 11 x 15 inches, 2019
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	Sergeant (Ret.) Michael 
	Sergeant (Ret.) Michael 
	Sergeant (Ret.) Michael 

	Sullivan
	Sullivan
	 by Dimitri Ferentinos
	, 
	Pomeroy Center

	Sergeant Michael Sullivan (Retired) was ADA coordi
	Sergeant Michael Sullivan (Retired) was ADA coordi
	-
	nator for the San Francisco Police Department, work
	-
	ing to make facilities more accessible for people with 
	disabilities.

	Nominator: “After the ADA Coordinator for the San 
	Nominator: “After the ADA Coordinator for the San 
	Francisco Police Department, Sgt. Sullivan did many 
	things: making jails more accessible …; ensuring that  
	meeting rooms were accessible for public events; 
	working tirelessly with the 911 call center to ensure 
	that deaf callers had access and creating a TTY 911 
	training for young deaf children; supporting SFPD 
	officers who needed accommodations to continue 
	working. He was also responsible for establishing 
	Crisis Intervention Training at the SF Police Academy, 
	preparing officers to deal with situations involving 
	individuals with mental health challenges.”

	IMAGE: Drawn in pen with strong color washes, the 
	IMAGE: Drawn in pen with strong color washes, the 
	head and shoulders of a man with dark hair, glasses, 
	suit and tie in front of tree foliage.
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	Science and Technology
	Science and Technology
	Science and Technology


	Science and Technology
	Science and Technology
	Science and Technology

	Among the Changemakers of Science and Technolo
	Among the Changemakers of Science and Technolo
	-
	gy are disabled people with accomplished academic 
	careers, entrepreneurial energy and important exper
	-
	tise in creating new avenues for accessibility and us
	-
	er-centered design. 

	Often because of necessity, and because of our less 
	Often because of necessity, and because of our less 
	than accessible environment, many people with 
	disabilities become creative and ingenious prob
	-
	lem-solvers. They frequently have to improvise solu
	-
	tions to practical and technical problems that make 
	for skilled collaborators and strategic thinkers.   
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	Figure
	Ralf Hotchkiss
	Ralf Hotchkiss
	Ralf Hotchkiss
	 by Kathy Wilson
	 

	Color pencil and biro, 8 x 10 inches, 2019
	Color pencil and biro, 8 x 10 inches, 2019
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	Ralf Hotchkiss
	Ralf Hotchkiss
	Ralf Hotchkiss
	 by Kathy Wilson
	, 
	Artful Steps
	 

	 
	 

	Ralf Hotchkiss is a paraplegic, 504 protester, 
	Ralf Hotchkiss is a paraplegic, 504 protester, 

	McArthur Fellow and founder of Whirlwind Wheel
	McArthur Fellow and founder of Whirlwind Wheel
	-
	chairs, where people with disabilities build cut
	-
	ting-edge wheelchairs. 

	Nominator: “Ralf is an early leader in speaking out 
	Nominator: “Ralf is an early leader in speaking out 
	about and demonstrating the benefits of user-cen
	-
	tered design for accessibility technologies. His ap
	-
	proach to designing and building wheelchairs le
	-
	veraging local knowledge and materials changed 
	uncountable lives in the Bay Area and around the 
	world. Most importantly, his approach demonstrat
	-
	ed a basic set of principles for designing disabili
	-
	ty-related technologies from a truly user-oriented 
	perspective whose ramifications are still being ex
	-
	plored and realized broadly in the fields of accessi
	-
	bility and design.“ 

	Website: https://whirlwindwheelchair.org
	Website: https://whirlwindwheelchair.org

	Profile: https://haasinstitute.berkeley.edu/reinvent
	Profile: https://haasinstitute.berkeley.edu/reinvent
	-
	ing-wheelchair

	IMAGE: An energetic colored pencil drawing of a white 
	IMAGE: An energetic colored pencil drawing of a white 
	man with dark hair and glasses in a wheelchair with 
	handles that could be wings. 
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	Figure
	Michael Andrew Iseri
	Michael Andrew Iseri
	Michael Andrew Iseri
	 by Michael Nuñez
	 
	Watercolor, 16 x 20 inches, 2019
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	Michael Andrew Iseri
	Michael Andrew Iseri
	Michael Andrew Iseri
	 

	by Michael Nuñez
	by Michael Nuñez
	, NIAD  

	Michael Iseri is an attorney making law more accessi
	Michael Iseri is an attorney making law more accessi
	-
	ble with technology. He founded LAWPP® to provide 
	AI voice programs in more than 35 languages.  

	Nominator: “Michael created a fully voiced inter
	Nominator: “Michael created a fully voiced inter
	-
	active Android program that lists over 250+ home
	-
	less resources […] placed in the top five programs 
	at IBM’s Silicon Valley Hackathon Competition in 
	September 2018. He created these and more pro
	-
	grams due to his life experience of being born with 
	a severe disability that prevented him from speak
	-
	ing until the third grade as well as surviving a high 
	school shooting where he was shot in the back-of-
	the head. It is truly his desire and to help people with 
	disabilities through better and more accessible tech
	-
	nology.”

	Website: https://www.lawpp.org/
	Website: https://www.lawpp.org/

	Twitter: @mike_a_i
	Twitter: @mike_a_i

	IMAGE: A pale-skinned man with dark eyes and short 
	IMAGE: A pale-skinned man with dark eyes and short 
	dark hair, wearing a dark suit and tie in delicate wa
	-
	tercolor and a pale blue background. 
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	Figure
	Josh Miele
	Josh Miele
	Josh Miele
	 by Judy Shannon
	 

	Color pencil and watercolor, 11 x 15 inches, 2019
	Color pencil and watercolor, 11 x 15 inches, 2019
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	Josh Miele
	Josh Miele
	Josh Miele
	 by Judy Shannon
	, 
	Pomeroy Center
	 

	Josh Miele is a blind scientist, designer, and educator 
	Josh Miele is a blind scientist, designer, and educator 
	with decades of active involvement in the world of 
	technology, accessibility, and disability.  

	Josh: “My work in information accessibility has im
	Josh: “My work in information accessibility has im
	-
	pacted technologies including screen readers, audi
	-
	tory displays, audio/tactile maps and graphics, way 
	finding, braille input, video description, and STEM 
	education. The accessibility solutions I find most at
	-
	tractive are characterized by the creative use of low-
	cost, off-the-shelf technologies to address signifi
	-
	cant challenges in information accessibility.”

	Website: http://www.mielelab.org
	Website: http://www.mielelab.org

	Website: https://www.ski.org/users/joshua-miele
	Website: https://www.ski.org/users/joshua-miele

	Twitter: @BerkeleyBlink 
	Twitter: @BerkeleyBlink 

	IMAGE: A careful drawing in colored pencil on paper 
	IMAGE: A careful drawing in colored pencil on paper 
	of the head and shoulders of a white man with thick 
	dark hair and a closed right eye. The detail of his shirt 
	is carefully drawn.
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	Figure
	Dr. Hoby Wedler
	Dr. Hoby Wedler
	Dr. Hoby Wedler
	 by Hacer Acma
	 

	Color pencil, 16 x 20 inches, 2019
	Color pencil, 16 x 20 inches, 2019
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	Dr. Hoby Wedler
	Dr. Hoby Wedler
	Dr. Hoby Wedler
	 

	by Hacer Acma
	by Hacer Acma
	, NIAD  

	Dr. Henry “Hoby” Wedler has been blind since birth, 
	Dr. Henry “Hoby” Wedler has been blind since birth, 
	runs sensory workshops and is a scientist, entrepre
	-
	neur, and public speaker. 

	Hoby: “So much of how we feel, how we think, what 
	Hoby: “So much of how we feel, how we think, what 
	we’re dealing with, has to do with all five senses and 
	as a sighted world, we tend to utilize our vision a lit
	-
	tle bit more than maybe we need to.”

	Website: https://www.senspointdesign.com
	Website: https://www.senspointdesign.com

	Tedx Talk: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oJD
	Tedx Talk: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oJD
	-
	HovTiWBk

	IMAGE: A white man with very short hair, drawn with 
	IMAGE: A white man with very short hair, drawn with 
	fine color pencils, wears a suit and tie, against a pale 
	orange background. 
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	Sport
	Sport
	Sport


	Sport
	Sport
	Sport

	Without disempowering stories of ‘overcoming’ and 
	Without disempowering stories of ‘overcoming’ and 
	the mythical ‘supercrip’ our Sports Changemakers are 
	working to dismantle limiting and false stereotypes. 

	The popularity of the paralympics is immense but it 
	The popularity of the paralympics is immense but it 
	can also create what Stella Young called ‘inspiration 
	porn’ which objectifies disabled people as props for 
	others to feel better.

	Our Sports category is the last (but not least) group 
	Our Sports category is the last (but not least) group 
	within the exhibition. One Changemaker has a highly 
	popular Instagram channel where she shares videos 
	of her award-winning powerlifts, and the other runs 
	an extremely popular Crossfit Class and design lab for 
	prosthetic limbs. 
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	Figure
	Marybeth Baluyot
	Marybeth Baluyot
	Marybeth Baluyot
	 by Stephanie Urbach
	 
	Acrylic color pencil, 8 x 10 inches, 2019
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	Marybeth Baluyot
	Marybeth Baluyot
	Marybeth Baluyot
	 

	by Stephanie Urbach
	by Stephanie Urbach
	, Artful Steps

	Marybeth Baluyot lives without a left hand and is a 
	Marybeth Baluyot lives without a left hand and is a 
	record-breaking power-lifter and Cal graduate. She 
	uses social media to empower other disabled women. 

	Marybeth: “A huge setback in the gym was having 
	Marybeth: “A huge setback in the gym was having 
	people…say very odd comments like ‘I didn’t think 
	anyone like you could do that.’…Hearing that was 
	really hard – I would go home and cry after just one 
	bench session, because there was so much inter
	-
	ruption. So I went out to social media and I would 
	vent through there, and use that as a megaphone to 
	other men or women or able-bodied athletes who 
	didn’t really understand it. Even when I use that 
	as my main focus on Instagram or in powerlifting, I 
	have people telling me, ‘you’re not disabled!’ As if a 
	Disability is an insult. But I use it as an identity that 
	also empowers those who are not able to do certain 
	things.”

	Instagram: @merrbertt
	Instagram: @merrbertt

	IMAGE: Created with bold color pencils, a woman with 
	IMAGE: Created with bold color pencils, a woman with 
	long, dark hair and large cartoon eyes, smiles and 
	stands in front of warm, multi-colored stripes.
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	Figure
	Max Conserva
	Max Conserva
	Max Conserva
	 by Andrew Lee
	 

	Felt pen, 16 x 20 inches, 2019
	Felt pen, 16 x 20 inches, 2019
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	Max Conserva
	Max Conserva
	Max Conserva
	 by Andrew Lee
	, 
	Creativity Explored 

	Max Conserva is a disabled athlete who teaches 
	Max Conserva is a disabled athlete who teaches 
	CrossFit to local disabled people and is the founder of 
	the Good Leg Project. 

	Nominator: “Max has changed so many lives 
	Nominator: “Max has changed so many lives 
	through CrossFit … The confidence we gain from 
	this leads to a happy, healthy supportive lifestyle. 
	He runs our adaptive CrossFit class in San Francisco 
	but travels the world to spread his mission. He has 
	changed my life tremendously.”

	Nominator: “He is pioneering an adaptive CrossFit ... 
	Nominator: “He is pioneering an adaptive CrossFit ... 
	This class is making so many changes for individuals 
	as well as changing the culture of CrossFit by mak
	-
	ing it more accessible and inclusive. What’s unique 
	about this class is it’s for people with disabilities by 
	people with disabilities.”

	Websites: https://www.goodleg.org and http://san
	Websites: https://www.goodleg.org and http://san
	-
	franciscocrossfit.com/programs/adaptive-athletics/

	IMAGE: A white man with a high-tech prosthetic right 
	IMAGE: A white man with a high-tech prosthetic right 
	leg sits on a gym bench, drawn with bold outlines and 
	gentle, energetic colors, in a busy gym.
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	Art Programs 
	Art Programs 
	Art Programs 

	Local art programs for artists with disabilities are also 
	Local art programs for artists with disabilities are also 
	leading social change and inclusion. 

	The artists in the Changemaker exhibition all have a 
	The artists in the Changemaker exhibition all have a 
	regular artistic practice and work in studios and work
	-
	shops with a group of their peers. Instructors are usu
	-
	ally professional artists too, and offer support rather 
	than direction. This model for an inclusive art studio 
	has grown from the 1970s and the work of Elias Katz 
	and Florence Ludins-Katz who lived in Berkeley. 

	Creative art programs have spread nationwide and 
	Creative art programs have spread nationwide and 
	now serve a large and prolific population. They main
	-
	tain professional studio spaces and offer welcome 
	opportunities for learning. Works by artists with dis
	-
	abilities have attracted national attention from com
	-
	mercial galleries and public museums are beginning 
	to collect and display work by disabled artists. Despite 
	this progress, there is still much to be done to improve 
	access for disabled visitors and artists. 

	Find out more these programs, visit their exhibitions, 
	Find out more these programs, visit their exhibitions, 
	attend their fundraisers, meet the artists, enjoy their 
	work and start your own collection.

	Programs participating include: Artful Steps, ArtReach 
	Programs participating include: Artful Steps, ArtReach 
	Studios, Creativity Explored, NIAD, Pomeroy Centre 
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	Artful Steps, San Leandro
	Artful Steps, San Leandro
	Artful Steps, San Leandro

	The mission of Artful Steps is “to teach individuals, 
	The mission of Artful Steps is “to teach individuals, 
	of every level of ability, methods for self-expression 
	through the visual arts.” The goal of Artful Steps is to 
	enhance not only the artistic abilities of the partici
	-
	pants, but also their self-esteem and independence. 

	Artful Steps
	Artful Steps

	311 MacArthur Blvd, San Leandro, CA 94577
	311 MacArthur Blvd, San Leandro, CA 94577

	Telephone: (510) 568 -3331
	Telephone: (510) 568 -3331

	https://www.steppingstonesgrowth.org/art-program  
	https://www.steppingstonesgrowth.org/art-program  

	Chris Carr
	Chris Carr
	 enjoys using saturated color in all of his 
	work. He has a passion for digital art and using organ
	-
	ic forms to create cobwebs and flowers, his two favor
	-
	ite subjects. Chris is also musically inclined and an ex
	-
	cellent dancer as well as a visual artist. 

	Ranjit Dhillon 
	Ranjit Dhillon 
	has only recently begun to create at 
	Artful Steps.

	Darrell Holmes
	Darrell Holmes
	 uses large canvases and is inspired 
	by graffiti. He often works from photographs taken in 
	nearby communities. He uses very bright colors and 
	often collages his works over watercolor washes. 
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	Tracey Johnson
	Tracey Johnson
	Tracey Johnson
	 has a specific stylistic approach to all 
	of her art. Her playful sense of humor has been de
	-
	scribed as “whimsical and free.” She uses many media, 
	from watercolor, embroidery, and digital art to acrylic.

	Scott Kenney
	Scott Kenney
	 is a meticulous artist whose intricate 
	renderings are popular with patrons. Scott has many 
	interests and his subject matter varies from animals 
	to cityscapes.

	Donna Kurtz’s
	Donna Kurtz’s
	 lovely and bubbly personality is re
	-
	flected in her bright, beautiful pieces. While prolific in 
	drawing, painting, printmaking and more, her textile 
	pieces – sewn and embroidered – are standouts in 
	her portfolio.

	Sandra Littlejohn 
	Sandra Littlejohn 
	has Native-American heritage and 
	brings this deep connection into her work, from her 
	watercolors to embroidery. Her art captures the es
	-
	sence of people, revealing her warmth, along with an 
	unmistakable innocence and truth, while remaining 
	purposeful and strong.

	Lisa Lyons
	Lisa Lyons
	 is extremely hard working and willing to 
	try all forms of art. Her work is very bright, happy and 
	unique.
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	Karen Ridge
	Karen Ridge
	Karen Ridge
	 is a passionate and decisive artist, and a 
	current events enthusiast. Maui and Rodney (her dog 
	and brother, respectively) are recurring subjects of her 
	work, and she often examines the business side to her 
	art endeavors.

	Jackie Riley
	Jackie Riley
	 is primarily a master of abstract works. 
	Her focus is on a repetitive, overlaying of geometric 
	patterns. Jackie’s work can be both dizzying and sim
	-
	ple but is always alluring. She enjoys having her work 
	in the public eye and sharing her motivation with pa
	-
	trons.

	Curtis Simmons
	Curtis Simmons
	 has a unique style, and often focuses 
	on drawing, but has also completed beautiful recycled 
	art pieces and monoprints.

	Anna Smith
	Anna Smith
	 is a multi-media artist inspired by differ
	-
	ent subject matter, using bold palettes to intuitively 
	convey mood and atmosphere in her pieces. She has 
	also produced two books of her original artwork and 
	her poetry.

	Lolita Triplette
	Lolita Triplette
	 creates worlds of fantasy and play
	-
	fulness, including humor, charm, and a touch of dark 
	satire in her narrative subject matter. 


	125
	125
	125


	Zachary Umar-Durr
	Zachary Umar-Durr
	Zachary Umar-Durr
	 is an accomplished artist who 
	works with a wealth of mediums, including graphite, 
	acrylic, watercolor, printmaking, and digital art.  His 
	keen eye is unmatched and he is currently pursuing an 
	education in graphic design and digital art.

	Stephanie Urbach
	Stephanie Urbach
	 has a style that balances bright 
	color and cheer, with a dark, morbid touch. She is of
	-
	ten influenced by illustrators, cartoonists, filmmakers 
	and fine artists.

	Kathy Wilson
	Kathy Wilson
	 has been making art since her days in 
	High School, with a portfolio teeming with portraits of 
	beautiful ladies in gowns. Her passion for animals is 
	shown in her popular and beautiful mosaic pieces.
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	ArtReach Studios: The Arc SF
	ArtReach Studios: The Arc SF
	ArtReach Studios: The Arc SF

	ArtReach Studios provides a unique arts academy en
	ArtReach Studios provides a unique arts academy en
	-
	vironment where adults with developmental disabil
	-
	ities can pursue art as a means of personal expres
	-
	sion and to develop new skills, connect to a larger art 
	community and realize financial gains through sales 
	of their work. Students in this innovative program get 
	support in pursuing a major course of study, as well as 
	encouragement to try different art forms in expres
	-
	sive, visual and media arts. 

	ArtReach Studios
	ArtReach Studios

	6644 Mission Street, Suite A, Daly City, CA 94014
	6644 Mission Street, Suite A, Daly City, CA 94014

	Telephone: (650) 756-1304
	Telephone: (650) 756-1304

	Facebook.com/ArtReachStudios 
	Facebook.com/ArtReachStudios 

	Michael Broadhurst
	Michael Broadhurst
	 cites nature as a strong inspira
	-
	tion for his work, and began creating art in order to 
	represent some of his favorite animals depicting not 
	only their external environment but also their spiritu
	-
	al world. In his free time Michael practices meditation 
	in order to feel closer to the natural world.
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	Nancy Chisholm 
	Nancy Chisholm 
	Nancy Chisholm 
	was raised throughout her child
	-
	hood years in the Chinatown district of San Francisco, 
	where her parents owned a fish delivery business. She 
	first became exposed to art practice at school in tra
	-
	ditional drawing courses where she found a liking for 
	portraiture and landscape. Since then Nancy has tak
	-
	en many art classes, and found a love for watercolor 
	and painting during classes she took in college. 

	Rob Garcia
	Rob Garcia
	 was born and raised in a lower-class His
	-
	panic community and relied heavily on his surround
	-
	ings to teach him about life. He responds to the harsh 
	conditions of his living environment by projecting his 
	voice through the creativity of his art. 

	Tyrone Eric Johnson
	Tyrone Eric Johnson
	 plays the trumpet, saxophone, 
	and piano, and creates art with ink, acrylic, and wa
	-
	tercolor. His artwork is about lifestyle and dreams. He 
	says “art makes me happy ... I like feeling talented and 
	that I can do anything, it helps me express myself and 
	learn.” 

	Javier Morales
	Javier Morales
	 was born in Nicaragua and moved to 
	the Bay Area at the age of 8. He joined ArtReach Stu
	-
	dios in 2014, and before that had no formal artistic 
	training. Javier experiments with many different ma
	-
	terials and mediums and takes inspiration from art 
	lessons and other student work. 
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	Fitu Petaia
	Fitu Petaia
	Fitu Petaia
	 creates comix, poetry and prose, and 
	writes plays. He has a YouTube channel, writes music 
	and sings.

	Chris Rosales
	Chris Rosales
	 is a college-educated artist, believing 
	that working in a single medium is restrictive to his 
	artistic process. Using many mediums, his work is in
	-
	fluenced by his experiences in nature.

	Yukari Sakura
	Yukari Sakura
	 works with great focus on what she 
	calls her ‘very own stories,’ gathering inspiration from 
	mythological tales, animated films, and video games. 
	She works with a variety of materials and also creates 
	animations. 

	Musa Syme 
	Musa Syme 
	was born in Sierra Leone, Africa and 
	started drawing, mostly portraits. He loves people, 
	their interactions and everyone’s uniqueness. Things 
	like wrinkles, face shapes, hairlines and skin color all 
	vary. When drawing Musa aims to find and capture 
	those differences, which he says are beautiful. 

	Ines Villalobos 
	Ines Villalobos 
	has only recently begun creating at 
	ArtReach Studios.
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	Creativity Explored
	Creativity Explored
	Creativity Explored

	Creativity Explored gives artists with developmental 
	Creativity Explored gives artists with developmental 
	disabilities the means to create and share their work 
	with the community, celebrating the power of art to 
	change lives.

	Creativity Explored Studio, Gallery, Offices
	Creativity Explored Studio, Gallery, Offices

	3245 16th Street (at Guerrero Street)
	3245 16th Street (at Guerrero Street)

	San Francisco CA 94103
	San Francisco CA 94103

	Telephone: (415) 863-2108 
	Telephone: (415) 863-2108 

	https://www.creativityexplored.org 
	https://www.creativityexplored.org 

	Laron Bickerstaff
	Laron Bickerstaff
	 creates radiant portraiture and 
	stream-of-consciousness text-based artwork. He 
	uses American Sign Language and is deeply aware of 
	the visual characteristics of language. He mixes his 
	own observations of life with pop-influenced brand 
	names of celebrities, stores, food and drink, and insti
	-
	tutions.

	 
	 

	Eric Boysaw
	Eric Boysaw
	 is a native born San Franciscan. His lan
	-
	guage, American Sign Language, has influenced many 
	of the artworks he has produced over the years. Eric 
	primarily works with drawing media, using pastel, 
	charcoal, and ink with great precision. In 2011, his 
	work was chosen by CB2 as the basis for a rug design.
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	Ada Chow
	Ada Chow
	Ada Chow
	 recently joined Creativity Explored and 
	creates work inspired by images of pre-1900 art and 
	artifacts from East Asia. She also enjoys painting ani
	-
	mals and landscapes. 

	Daniel Green
	Daniel Green
	 has an intense and playful fascination 
	with American entertainment and popular culture. 
	Working on wood, cardboard, and paper, he uses ink 
	to draw figures from television, politics, sports, or his
	-
	tory, and carefully lists dates, titles of shows, songs, 
	cities, and names.

	Joseph “JD” Green
	Joseph “JD” Green
	 demonstrates an eye for detail 
	combined with a penchant for quick handwork. His 
	process involves preliminary sketches from source im
	-
	agery found online or in his imagination, sometimes 
	combining these into a new composition, before cre
	-
	ating a final version. His chosen disciplines are print
	-
	making, drawing, painting, and ceramics.

	Donald Gruneisen
	Donald Gruneisen
	 was born and raised in Louisville, 
	Kentucky. He is an artist inspired by horror movies 
	like Halloween, old school Universal Studios monster 
	movies like Dracula, Frankenstein, The Wolf Man et al, 
	and classic TV shows like The Munsters.
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	Camille Holvoet’s
	Camille Holvoet’s
	Camille Holvoet’s
	 work is deceptively sweet as her 
	practice tends to draw on remembrances of life’s anx
	-
	ieties and forbidden desires. Her process is an endless 
	discovery, in which – through repeatedly drawing in 
	oil pastel her sacred objects: dessert, Ferris Wheels, 
	and crossed eyes – the pressures of the past are re
	-
	lieved by the joy of the creative process.

	Vincent Jackson
	Vincent Jackson
	 is one of the most prolific and lon
	-
	gest practicing artists at Creativity Explored. His thick, 
	defining lines break the human form into geometric 
	shapes filled with a heavy impasto of layered colors 
	arranged with Jackson’s masterful sense of harmony. 
	The resulting mask-¬like works can be viewed as a 
	contemporary renewal of traditional African and Oce
	-
	anic folk art imagery. 

	Andrew Lee
	Andrew Lee
	 recently joined Creativity Explored and 
	is one of their younger artists. He has amazing draw
	-
	ing and watercolor skills, and uses books as his source 
	material. He makes faithful drawings of images that 
	catch his eye and brings each piece to an elegant 
	completion with watercolor paint. 

	Ade Lewis
	Ade Lewis
	 often draws inspiration often derives from 
	photographs of fashion models in magazines. From 
	this, he has developed his own style and works with 
	drawing and watercolor. He loves to interact with visi
	-
	tors and explain his ideas, his interest in fashion, and 
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	in drama, as a member of an ACT drama group. He is 
	in drama, as a member of an ACT drama group. He is 
	in drama, as a member of an ACT drama group. He is 
	one of the youngest artists at Creativity Explored.

	Paul Pulizzano
	Paul Pulizzano
	 has a seriousness of purpose that 
	comes through in his artwork, whether working with 
	acrylic–his preferred medium–charcoal, colored pen
	-
	cil, or papier-mâché. Most of his creative energy is fo
	-
	cused on rendering human subjects from pop culture, 
	history, and elsewhere. His sculptures are as intriguing 
	as his paintings, and combine both facets of his prac
	-
	tice into unique objects that carry his rough-hewn 
	sincerity inside.

	Yang “Buurin” Yu-Zhen
	Yang “Buurin” Yu-Zhen
	 almost exclusively focuses 
	on easel-sized acrylic painting (though her origami 
	skills deserve mention as well). Constantly examining 
	and refining her technique—investigating color and 
	spatial relationships, light sources and shading—she 
	is developing all the elements of an accomplished 
	classical painter.

	Yukari Sakura
	Yukari Sakura
	 works with great focus on what she 
	calls her ‘very own stories,’ gathering inspiration from 
	mythological tales, animated films, and video games. 
	She works with a variety of materials and also creates 
	animations.

	Gerald Wiggins
	Gerald Wiggins
	 works with colored pencil, markers 
	and graphite and has been an artist at Creativity Ex
	-
	plored since 2008


	133
	133
	133


	NIAD
	NIAD
	NIAD
	 

	NIAD is a progressive art studio providing profes
	NIAD is a progressive art studio providing profes
	sional 
	guidance for adults with disabilities to explore cre
	-
	ativity, acquire new skills, and earn money from sell
	-
	ing art. NIAD has a talented and skilled staff with con
	-
	nections in the contemporary art world and fosters a  
	supportive community and environment.

	NIAD Art Center
	NIAD Art Center
	 

	551 23rd Street Richmond, CA 94804
	551 23rd Street Richmond, CA 94804

	Telephone: (510) 620-0290
	Telephone: (510) 620-0290

	http://niadart.org 
	http://niadart.org 

	Hacer Acma 
	Hacer Acma 
	has only recently begun to create at 
	NIAD Art Center.

	Mireya Betances
	Mireya Betances
	 sorts through her environment for 
	images and text to use in her work. Whether it’s an ad 
	in a magazine or a completed drawing from anoth
	-
	er artist, all is fair play for Mireya’s starting place. The 
	results — often with essential letters missing or the 
	scale out of whack — are uniquely hers.

	Deatra Colbert
	Deatra Colbert
	 shows her fandom of sports enter
	-
	tainment, specifically wrestling, primarily on paper, 
	though she works across numerous media. Her draw
	-
	ings obsessively detail the goings-on of her favorite 
	athlete/actors.
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	Felicia Griffin
	Felicia Griffin
	Felicia Griffin
	 began creating at NIAD at age 22 in 
	1985. Proficient and prolific in numerous art mediums 
	— from printmaking to painting to sculpture — her 
	work uses an economy of materials, while featuring a 
	rhythm and vibrancy all her own.

	Raven Harper’s
	Raven Harper’s
	 work explores the African American 
	experience. In ceramics or fiber, Harper captures like
	-
	nesses of Tupac and his mother, Smokey Robinson 
	and Rosa Parks, connecting her present with a glori
	-
	ous and sometimes overlooked past.

	Erika Martinez’
	Erika Martinez’
	 work features a flatness of space first 
	espoused by Picasso. Her portrait paintings sport a vi
	-
	brant palette that seems to blast the image off of any 
	intended picture plane.

	Michael Nuñez
	Michael Nuñez
	 has only recently begun to create at 
	NIAD Art Center.

	Joseph Rux
	Joseph Rux
	 has only recently begun to create at NIAD 
	Art Center.

	Jonathan Valvidias
	Jonathan Valvidias
	 prefers moody colors but goes 
	multi-pigmented for the many images he says are 
	self-portraits. The resulting narratives reflect his 
	self-perception and emotional sensitivities as well as 
	his mastery of acrylics.
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	Billy White
	Billy White
	Billy White
	 weaves stories through his figurative 
	drawings and paintings, explaining that the narrative 
	forms in his head while he is drawing. Often dredging 
	up long forgotten gems of African American popular 
	culture, White’s subjects range from film, television 
	and art world celebrities and characters to hip hop 
	artists and comedians; as well as imagined characters. 
	He is represented exclusively by SHRINE in New York.
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	Pomeroy Recreation & Rehabilitation 
	Pomeroy Recreation & Rehabilitation 
	Pomeroy Recreation & Rehabilitation 
	Center

	Through innovative programs, the Pomeroy Center 
	Through innovative programs, the Pomeroy Center 
	provides a wide variety of supports and services for 
	adults with developmental disabilities and traumatic 
	and acquired brain injuries. Instructors from the City 
	College of San Francisco (CCSF) teach the Expressive 
	Arts program and cultivate a learning environment 
	filled with a sense of wonder, investigation, excite
	-
	ment, creative problem solving and magic.

	Pomeroy Recreation & Rehabilitation Center
	Pomeroy Recreation & Rehabilitation Center

	207 Skyline Blvd, San Francisco, CA 94132  
	207 Skyline Blvd, San Francisco, CA 94132  

	Telephone (415) 665-4100
	Telephone (415) 665-4100

	https://www.prrcsf.org 
	https://www.prrcsf.org 

	Dimitri Ferentinos
	Dimitri Ferentinos
	 is a fine artist who enjoys work
	-
	ing in a various mediums. A self trained draughtsman 
	who draws with the speed of lightning, he is an ex
	-
	tremely independent, top-selling artist. 

	Jason Monzon
	Jason Monzon
	 is a meticulous artist who is notable 
	for his excellent craftsmanship in creating highly-de
	-
	tailed, elegant landscapes and portraits with simpli
	-
	fied line work and delicate washes of color. 
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	Judy Shannon
	Judy Shannon
	Judy Shannon
	 is a prolific, formally trained artist 
	whose work is primarily figurative and spans a num
	-
	ber of mediums. Her work evokes communication, 
	love, and connection between human beings.

	 
	 

	Harrison Walkowiak
	Harrison Walkowiak
	 is an accomplished musician 
	who started drawing as a young child using colored 
	pencils and markers. He has embarked on an increas
	-
	ingly successful artistic journey with his energetic art
	-
	work. 
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